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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

¢ Inauthentic behavior in social media was detected in all V4 countries, although the methods and
goals used were different. In Hungary and the Czech Republic, messages disseminated on Facebook
in an inauthentic manner generally tried to sell the Kremlin’s messages to the population. In Poland,
suspicious commenters tried to pose as anti-Kremlin warriors while attacking the Polish political elite
and Poland’s allies. In the Slovak media environment, all constantly repeated messages were either
content-neutral or pro-West.

e There are clear signs of coordination. It is apparent that there is some form of coordination in
disseminating these narratives. For instance, there are several profiles that can be suspected of being
fake (e.g., fake or no profile picture, posting only political content or having no public FB activity).
“Introductions” added to the repeated texts suggest the existence of some form of “guidelines” for
users to “personalize” their messages. Moreover, there seems to be no other logical explanation for
hundreds of Facebook users to copy the same message under posts of a wide variety of Facebook
pages.

e Multiple user types are involved in the coordinated dissemination of messages on Facebook.
Across the three countries, we found “common” user types spreading messages on Facebook
inauthentically. There are likely “professional” trolls who engage in inauthentic activity in social
media as a job, using fake profiles. There are enthusiastic activists who engage in this activity to
convince others about their truths; and their behavior is presumably coordinated centrally through
closed Facebook or Telegram groups. Third, there are “average users” who only engage in inauthentic
activity sporadically. They either just see some comments they agree with and spread them or are
also a member of coordination groups, although less active ones.

¢ Inauthentic activity was strongest in the early days of the war. The vast majority of the narratives
found by our research were repeated the most frequently in the first couple of days of the war, and
then most of them became dormant swiftly. The main exceptions were the two Hungarian election-
related messages.

¢ Inauthentic activity was the highest in the V4. Inauthentic activity concerning the war in Ukraine
was the highest in Hungary, where the election campaign — focusing strongly on Ukraine — gave rise
to two of the six narratives observed in the country in the research period.

¢ Inauthentic behavior is a threat to the media environment. The inauthentic dissemination of online
messages is a threat because this way, pro-Kremlin messages can reach individuals who would
otherwise not meet such claims, and the large number of these texts could create a perception that
pro-Kremlin views are in the majority. From the pro-West side, the main threat could be the
dissemination of factually incorrect messages, which can provide ammunition to Kremlin-friendly
actors to justify dismissing criticism of Russia as lies.



THE WAR OF INFORMATION

The forces of the Russian Federation attacked Ukraine on 24 February 2022, bringing largescale war onto the
European continent for the first time in decades. However, while open military conflict was a surprise to most
observers, the Kremlin has long waged a different type of war with its eastern neighbor and the West. One
crucial element of the pre-war hybrid conflict was the dissemination of disinformation involving Russian
state-run media such as RT or Sputnik International, the local-language pro-Kremlin portals, and a large
number of so-called “Russian trolls”: fake or real social media users engaged in inauthentic online behavior.
The professional trolls of the Internet Research Agency located in Saint Petersburg played an important role
in the 2016 US presidential election and the Brexit campaign.

While the military conflict is currently confined to the territory of Ukraine, the information war is not. Pro-
Kremlin media operating in western nations started justifying Russia’s aggression immediately after Russian
troops started their attack. The official Russian casus belli for the attack — like the allegedly impending
Ukrainian offensive in the Donbas, Ukraine committing genocide against separatists, or the myths of
Ukrainian Nazis and nuclear and biological weapons — had been featured frequently before February, with
disinformation activity noticeably rising in the month before the attack. Pro-Kremlin outlets throughout the
world doubled down on these false claims after the war. Their goal is not to convince the world that Russia
is right, merely to confuse the western population and make them question the truth about the war; namely
that Russia is solely responsible for it and the war crimes its soldiers committed since then.

If the western population starts questioning the facts about the Kremlin’s aggression, they would be more
likely to dismiss European and US sanctions against Russia, especially in the face of rising inflation throughout
the world, and they would be less supportive of arming Ukraine to fight. In turn, the court of public opinion
could potentially start pressuring their governments to change course.

However, Russia has hit some roadblocks in its information operations. First, the world’s public opinion
generally remains firmly supportive of Ukraine. Second, the attack united most of the European Union,
prompting the bloc to approve newer and newer sanctions packages swiftly, and even previously firmly pro-
Kremlin politicians —such as Czech President Milos Zeman — had to at the very least condemn Russian actions.
Third, the EU suspended the broadcasting activities of RT and Sputnik in the EU, delivering an important but
not fatal blow to the Kremlin’s European activities.

Nevertheless, the Kremlin has not given up on sowing information discord and it still has allies, as some EU
governments’ stance remains favorable to the Kremlin. Importantly, the EU and its member states have
generally taken no measures against local pro-Kremlin portals with no official connection to the Russian
administration —although the Czech Republic is a notable exception. Hungary’s government-controlled public
broadcaster and pro-government media outlets have published articles, audiovisual reports that whitewash
Russia’s responsibility for the war. A recent Ipsos poll showed the potential effects of this campaign: among
EU and NATO member states, Hungarians were the most likely to say that events in Ukraine are “none of our
business” and were the least likely to say that it is worth paying more for fuel and gas due to sanctions against
Russia for attacking a sovereign country. The populations of other EU member states also wavered when it
came to rising energy prices. Naturally, they are not the only electoral group in the EU that remain warm on
Russia. As noted above, local-language pro-Kremlin mouthpieces generally continue operating without
restrictions. Finally, professional pro-Kremlin trolls and enthusiastic Russia-friendly activists can continue
spreading the Kremlin’s talking points on social media unhindered.
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After researching inauthentic online behavior only in Hungary, Political Capital engaged with partners from
the other V4 member states to take measure of the situation from a regional perspective.

What do we mean by inauthentic online behavior?

We describe the phenomenon of inauthentic online behavior as an effort by online profiles handled
by real people! to confuse, provoke other users, generate debates or alter the fabric of online
discussion. These users can mobilize or demobilize electoral groups, support or discredit political
forces, alter public opinion, spread disinformation or create fake debates between seemingly
legitimate viewpoints.

The dumping-like dissemination of Facebook comments is clearly useful for the political actor who the
given narrative favors. If this is happening completely organically, it does not even require resources
and the effects of such efforts can be improved by some level of coordination. We can say that if a
profile copies the same text into the comment section of various Facebook posts over and over again
or if multiple users repeat the exact same message constantly, we can no longer talk about organic
behavior, as they are not sharing their own opinions but that of others. The proliferation of repetitive
comments deteriorates the quality of Facebook discussions, contributes to tensions between differing
stances and strengthens tribal logic. It might bring about heated arguments, discouraging other users
to partake in discussions. Amplifying a narrative by constantly repeating it might distort public opinion
by making it look like the majority view. Moreover, this behavior could introduce false narratives to
users who otherwise could not have been targeted by manipulation efforts.

In this project, we compiled a database of Facebook comments in Hungarian, Czech, Slovak and Polish
with the aid of the SentiOne monitoring software. All queries were based on the same words. The
comments we compiled were published on Facebook between 21 February and 31 Marc, covering the
first 4.5 weeks of the war. In Hungary’s case, this period was prolonged by a week due to the general
election of 3 April. After compiling the database, we used Al-based text-mining to find comments that
were repeated at least 100 times in the database. The repetitive comments we found were then
checked with SentiOne again for appearances before the research period’s start.

We had to find the profiles that posted the comments in the database manually due to Facebook’s
privacy practices, which is often possible but sometimes not. Moreover, some comments were deleted
by the time we checked them. Regardless, we can present a fairly accurate picture of the profiles taking
part in this activity.

! The profiles themselves can be fake or real.



HUNGARY: A SOCIAL MEDIA SPACE ENAMORED OF THE
KREMLIN

A very ambiguous stance towards Russia

In Hungary, Russia’s war with Ukraine was not only a crucial topic of political debate but the main issue in
the 2022 general election campaign. Since the war became a key campaign topic, it did not unite the country’s
mainstream political elite or the Hungarian population — except for the question of refugees coming to
Hungary from its eastern neighbor.

The Hungarian ruling Fidesz party, which scored a landslide victory in the 2022 general election, was initially
confused by the Kremlin’s decision to launch a war against Ukraine. For weeks before the Russian attack on
24 February, pro-government influencers, media personalities had scoffed at the possibility of Moscow
declaring war on Kyiv, stating that “even idiots know” there is not a chance for a Russia-Ukraine war, blaming
the US for “sword rattling” over the issue, trying to provoke conflict. On 1 February, PM Viktor Orban met
President Putin in Moscow, which was labelled as a “peace mission” that “broke the ice,” culminating in the
visit of several western leaders to Russia.

Prime Minister Viktor Orban condemned Russian aggression against Ukraine on 24 February, while Péter
Szijjarté met the Russian Federation’s ambassador to Budapest to relay Hungary’s official stance to him. The
Hungarian government has approved all EU sanctions against Russia so far (even if sometimes grudgingly),
although it outlined any restrictions on energy imports from Russia as a definite red line, which is, they say,
required to protect utility cost cuts for Hungarian households and the country’s economy.

Hungarian officials were not always so clear about specific events in the war: PM Orbdn was not willing to
clearly pin the blame on Russia for the Bucha massacre on his post-election international press conference,
and he only did so through his press secretary after being criticized by PiS leader Jaroslaw Kaczynski.

In terms of domestic rhetoric, the cabinet and Fidesz found a narrative that could not only keep its electorate
together, which is divided on the assessment of Russia’s actions, but even expand it: they created a
manipulative narrative comparing the “peace-seeking” ruling party protecting Hungarian lives by staying out
of the conflict with the “warmonger opposition” that would make Hungary a party to the war by sending
soldiers, weapons into the warzone. At one point, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjartd claimed that opposition
candidate Péter Marki-Zay and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky had reached an agreement about
Hungarian weapon deliveries that would start right after they won the election. These governmental
communication panels were then disseminated to a broad layer of the Hungarian public through the
government-controlled public broadcaster and the media empire built by Fidesz over the past 12 years.

The media empire of Fidesz played a considerable role in disseminating pro-Kremlin narratives, many of
which questioned Russia’s responsibility for attacking its neighbor — although their sites also offer balanced
coverage on the war in other articles. On 24 February, the Hungarian public broadcaster published pieces
that uncritically repeated or even justified Russia’s casus belli, such as preventing genocide in the Donbass.
On 25 February, one guest claimed on the main state-run news channel M1 that Ukraine stepped over a red
line when it announced it wanted to develop nuclear weapons. On 5 March, the channel’s chief foreign policy
editor (who has since resigned, officially for health reasons) argued that it would be best for Ukrainian
refugees and Transcarpathian Hungarians if the war ended quickly, but weapon transfers to Ukraine are
prolonging the conflict. The Hungarian state wire agency MTI reported on the Russian viewpoint regarding
Bucha uncritically multiple times, which was then quoted by a vast number of pro-government media outlets.

Due to the fact that Hungarians receive favorable coverage on Russia from mainstream media outlets loyal
to Fidesz and the government itself, alternative pro-Kremlin sites had not been particularly active in the
country before the war, and they mainly followed topics that are (mostly) absent from pro-government
outlets; namely, disinformation about NATO. However, since then, the most popular of these outlets became
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amore visible presence in the Hungarian media environment and at least one of the statements disseminated
in Facebook comments in Hungary by the hundreds originated from such the site. Therefore, fringe pro-
Kremlin portals might play an increasing role in Hungary’s disinformation environment.

A heaven for inauthentic behavior

Hungary ended up as the country with the most Facebook comments we believe to be the result of
inauthentic online behavior in the V4. We found six narratives that were copied and pasted into the comment
sections of Facebook posts hundreds of times. The overall number of comments we found was 5,902 in the
research period and the most popular ones occurred over 1,000 times on Hungarian Facebook in the research
period. This makes Hungary the V4 country with the most active pro-Kremlin community of Facebook
commenters by far. The election campaign significantly boosted the number of repetitive comments on
Hungarian Facebook: two narratives combined election-related messages with statements regarding the war.

The first narrative we found claimed that Ukraine did not even exist because “it did not register its borders
at the UN since 25 December 1991.” The statement also claims that nobody can thus be blamed for infringing
upon the sovereignty or territorial integrity of Ukraine, and — additionally — since Russia is the legal successor
of the USSR, Ukrainian, Belarussian lands belong to it; hence, it can do as it pleases in these places. Naturally,
none of this is true: Russia recognized Ukraine’s independence and 90% of Ukrainians who cast a ballot voted
for it in 1991 (with a turnout rate of 84%). The majority of those living in Crimea and the Donbass wanted
independence, too. Russia obliged itself to respect Ukraine’s territorial integrity in several official treaties,

such as the Budapest Memorandum of 1994.

Original text of the narrative:

Az Egyesult Nemzetek Fétitkara azt mondta, Ukrajna
1991 6ta nem kért regisztraciét a hatdron, nehogy az
ukrén allam létezzen.. .

Es semmit sem tudtunk rélalll

04/07/2014

Meglepd nyilatkozatot tett Ban Ki-Moon ENSZ-fétitkar,
amelynek kdzvetitését megtiltottédk az ukran médidban és
az interneten.

Az ENSZ Biztonségi Tanacsanak ulésén vitattdk meg a két
orszag kozotti konfliktust.

Onnan a kovetkezd kovetkeztetést vontak le:

Ukrajna 1991.12.25 6ta nem jegyeztette be hatérait
Ukrajna hatérait az ENSZ nem jegyezte be szuverén
allamkeént.

Ezért feltételezhetjik, hogy Oroszorszag nem kovet el
jogsértést Ukrajna felett.

A CIS-szerz8dés szerint Ukrajna terllete a Szovjetunid
kozigazgatési korzete.

Ezért senkit sem lehet hibaztatni Ukrajna hatérainak
szeparatizmuséért és kényszer médositasaért.

A nemzetkdzi jog szerint az orszdgnak egyszerlien
nincsenek hivatalosan elismert hatéarai.

E probléma megoldéasa érdekében Ukrajnénak be kell
fejeznie a szomszédos orszdgokkal a hatérok lezarasat, és
a szomszédos orszagok, koztik Oroszorszag
megallapodasat kell megszereznie kdzds hatarukon.
Kételes mindent dokumentalni és szerz8déseket alairni az
Osszes szomszédos allammal.

Az Eurdpai Unio elkotelezte magéat Ukrajna tdmogatésa
mellett ebben a fontos kérdésben, és minden technikai
segitséget megad.

De vajon Oroszorszag alair-e hatérszerzédést Ukrajnaval?
Nem, dehogy!

Mivel Oroszorszag a Szovjetunid jogutddija (ezt erdsitik
meg a nemzetkdzi torvényszékek hatarozatai a volt
Szovjetunié és kulfoldi orszagok kozotti ingatlanvitakrol),
azok a foldek, amelyeken Ukrajna, Fehéroroszorszag
taladlhaté és Novorosszia belong Oroszorszdgban vannak,
és senkinek sincs joga hozz3!

Oroszorszag beleegyezése kell ahhoz, hogy ez kiilon
terdlet legyen.

Alapjaban véve Oroszorszagnak kellett kijelentenie, hogy
ez a terllet orosz, és hogy minden, ami ott torténik, az
Oroszorszag belugye.

Barmilyen beavatkozés Oroszorszag elleni intézkedésnek
mindsul.

Ezen az alapon torélhetik a 2014. majus 25-i vélasztasokat
és a nép azt csindl, amit akar!

A Budapesti Memorandum és més megéllapodésok
szerint Ukrajnénak nincsenek hatérai.

Ukran allam nem létezik (és nem is volt!)

Csak a hattérhatalom 6 hadiszélasa! Akkor milyen
terUleten tartézkodik a NATO???

Hivatalosan Orosz terileten!

This narrative was already present in Hungary on 21-23 February 2022, but only in very small numbers.

However, the number of the text’s appearances skyrocketed on the 24™ and reached its peak on the 25"
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with over 120 instances. After that, the narrative was copied into Facebook discussions over 40 times on only
two days (26 February and 1 March). The statement has been virtually non-existent since 20 March. The text
was copied into posts published by independent and oppositional, and governmental actors, but the top five
targets were the pages of independent outlets ATV, Telex, HVG and 24.hu, and the opposition’s PM candidate
Péter Marki-Zay.

Appearances of the narrative (pcs)
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The profiles spreading the narrative are rather interesting. Several of them have foreign names or only
partially Hungarian names (e.g., English first name, Hungarian second name). Many of these profiles seem to
have minimal or no public Facebook activity, most information about them is inaccessible and their profile
pictures are unrecognizable — they can be suspected of being fake. Multiple fake profiles are among the most
prominent disseminators of this message, and they were the engines behind it in the first couple of days. The
early comments also suggest that the narrative might have been imported, as it seems like the text was
translated into Hungarian with Google Translate: several English words, such as “belong” was left in it.

The dissemination of the message was later taken over by enthusiastic, real profiles of Hungarian pro-Kremlin
activists and they even fixed the text linguistically.

The second texts asked people “who are now crying because of Ukraine” where they were when Kyiv
committed genocide in the Donbass (e.g., when the Trade Union HQ of Odessa was “set ablaze” when pro-
Russian protesters were inside) or restricted the rights of the Hungarian minority in the country. They never
mention that neither the UN nor the OSCE found evidence of genocide in eastern Ukraine. There were civilian
casualties in the region after 2014, but that was due to both sides’ regular breaches of ceasefire agreements.
The statement is also false due to the fact that widespread criticism was directed towards Ukraine’s laws
targeting minorities, for instance by the Venice Commission, but this does not mean these laws constituted
genocide in any way. As for the Trade Union HQ fire, the Council of Europe’s report highlights that pro-
Kremlin and pro-Kyiv protesters were throwing Molotov cocktails at each other, which led to the fire.

Original text of the narrative:

Azoknak: Nem tudjatok hogy az ukranok betiltottédk az orosz és a

- akik most elkezdtek sirdnkozni Ukrajna miatt... magyar nyelv hasznalatat?

- akik most kiteszik az ukran zaszlds profilképuket... Nem tudjatok, hogy Ukrajna szerint a kérpataljai

- akik tintetést szerveznek az Orosz nagykovetség elé... magyarok és a keleti részén laké oroszok nem

Hol voltatok az elmult nyolc évben? mind&silnek &slakosnak?

Nem sajnaltatok Donbass és Luhanszk lakossagét? Nem hallottatok az odesszai szakszervezetek székhdzaban
Nem hallottatok a népirtasrél? bent égett emberekrdl...?

Nem hallottatok az ukran nyelv torvényrél? Nem hallottatok azokrol, akik kiugréltak a székhaz ablakén
Nem tiltakoztatok, amikor a Krimben elzartak (az és taléltek - ott verték agyon Sket?

egyébként orosz terlletrdl jovd) vizet?



https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/ukraine
https://twitter.com/usosce/status/1493962541772509192
https://www.osce.org/ukraine-smm/reports
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/?pdf=CDL-AD(2019)032-e
https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2017)030-e
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=090000168048851b

Es azt tudtad, hogy oda voltak készitve a molotov Hogy a bortonok elétt ott élltak a fegyverrel megrakott
koktélok és az éplletre ra lettek szoritva a civilek...? teherauték...?

Nem tudtad, hogy soha nem volt emiatt felel8ségre Hogy harom nap maga volt a pokol?

vonas? Esetleg az ukrén fasisztak fenyegetésérdl hallottél? Hogy
Emlékezetlink szerint a Szakszervezetek Hazédban a tiz Kérpataljat kiirtjak?

2014. méajus 2-an tortént, amikor nacionalistak az Hogy felrobbantjak az ukrajnai atomerémdiveket?
Euromaidan ellenfeleit Uzték be az éplletbe. 42 ember Hallottal a Minszki egyezményrdl?

halt meg.... - Nem hallottél rola???? Arrél hallottél, hogy az Egyesiilt Allamok irdnyitasa alatt
Arrdl tudsz, hogy Donbaszra rdengedték a borténbdl allo - Ukrajndban 1évé - bioldgiai laboratériumokbdl 16
kiszabaditott blincz&ket? Oroszorszaggal hatéros?

The narrative started as a Facebook post by a pro-Kremlin Hungarian-language “alternative” website. Within
five minutes of its publication, the same text appeared under a Facebook post of an independent media
outlet. The dissemination of the message started on 24 February at 8PM sporadically. The number of its
appearances reached their peak already on the 25" with over 400 instances. The number of times the text
was copied into the comments fell to under 50 on 2 March 2022 and has not been higher ever since. This text
was left under Facebook posts by Telex over 100 times but the Fidesz-dominated public broadcaster’s
Facebook news page (hirado.hu) also saw it being copied under its posts 76 times.
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The profiles spreading this message have few common characteristics, they seem to be real profiles with only
a couple of potential fake ones mixed into the group. The real profiles were by far the most active. It is
possible that the campaign was coordinated in closed Facebook groups or on other social media surfaces
(e.g., Telegram) closed to the public, there is no other probable reason for hundreds of profiles copying the
same message into Facebook discussions over and over again. It certainly helped that the text was shared in
two of the larger public pro-Russian Hungarian-language Facebook groups.

Another fact that could have made the narrative one of the most successful of the six we observed is that
the message was posted by a former Fidesz-affiliated MP on her own Facebook page. This is especially absurd
considering that this particular MP was the politician who launched an initiative to dedicate a day of
commemoration to Hungarian political prisoners deported to the USSR.

The third narrative brought up the well-known pro-Kremlin claim that the CIA helped orchestrate a coup
against the legitimate leaders in Kyiv in 2014 to let the US open a NATO base in Crimea — so, the text says,
everything is actually Washington’s fault. President Putin, meanwhile, bears no responsibility. In fact, Russia,
just like the US, will emerge as a winner of the conflict because the sanctions levied on Russia by the EU will
only harm Europe. In contrast, the facts are that the Maidan protests were the result of then-President Viktor

Yanukovych refusing to sign the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. Since then, Ukrainians participated in
multiple elections that did suffer from problems, but could be considered free and competitive — unlike those
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/603045033238071
https://www.facebook.com/groups/111826046158915/
https://www.facebook.com/menczererzsebetofficial/posts/523333145819860
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/euromaidan-was-an-uprising-supported-by-the-west
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/8/3/439631_0.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/2/4/383577_0.pdf

in Russia. The sanctions are hurting the Russian economy, even if the regime is adamant the country will

emerge better off with them.

Original text of the narrative:

"Latom a szérnyulkdds meg sépitozd posztokat, kommenteket
az orosz-ukran konfliktus (mara: haboru) kapcsan.

Ugy latom elég nagy a kéosz a fejekben és mindenki érzelmi
oldalrél kdzeliti meg a dolgot. Ezért prébaljuk meg most tisztaba
tenni a dolgokat egy picit.

El8szor is a hdbord nem jé, senkinek, marmint a francokat nem,
egy j6l behatarolhaté csoportnak jé, mindenki mas szopni fog.
Az ukrén-orosz konfliktus nem idén kezd8détt. A gydkerei
egészen 1991-ig nyulnak vissza, amikor a Szovjetunio és a Varsoi
Szerz&dés széthulldséval a kétpdlusu vildg egyensulya
felbomlott. Nyilvan értelmes ember nem sirja vissza a
Szovjetunidt, sem a kommunizmust. Az viszont tény, hogy a
NATO és Oroszorszag kotottek egy irdsbeli megallapodast,
hogy a NATO nem terjeszkedik keletre az oroszok rovéséara. Az
ezt bizonyité dokumentumokat a Der Spiegel a mult héten a
nagykézonség elé tarta, valahogy nem kerilt bele a f6sodratd
hirekbe...

Ugorjunk egy par év(tized)et elSre az idében: 2014 februérjaban
feltehetéen a CIA segitségével megpuccsoltdk az akkori
oroszbarat ukrédn kormanyt, helyére egy USA barat kormany
kerilt. Roviddel ezutdn Ukrajna bejelentette dhajat az EU-hoz és
a NATO-hoz valé csatlakozasara. errél az USA azonnal
tdmogatasardl biztositotta, az Eu pedig bizonyos feltételekhez
kototte.

Itt most alljunk meg egy pillanatra és nézziink a térképre:

Ha Ukrajna csatlakozik a NATO-hoz, ez a kdvetkezdket jelenti:

- Ororszorszag elveszti a Fekete-tenger feletti uralmat, mert akié
a Krim azé a Fekete-tenger. Egyuttal elveszti a szabad atjarast a
Foldkozi-tengerre a Boszporuszon keresztil. Ezenfelll, Moszkva
[égicsapas kdzelbe kerll a NATO erékkel szemben, arrél nem is
beszélve, hogy az ukrén dsvanykincs nagy részét az oroszok
fellgyelik. Ez megszlinne és az amcsik kezébe menne &t, ahoyg
ez tortént Irakban, Sziridban stb, stb.

Na ezutén foglalta el a Putyin a Krimet, és robbantotta ki
feltehetéen a GRU (a KGB utédja) segitségével a donbaszi és
luhanszki szeparatista felkelést. Aminek a végjatékat az oroszok
ma inditottak el. Ez torténik most.

Tehét ez a hdborl nem azzal kezd&dott, hogy a gonosz Putyin a
reggeli kula+kavé+cigi kombd utdn gondolt egyet és bevonult
Ukrajnaba. A jelenlegi helyzet az USA agressziv, erészakos
terjeszkedés politikajanak gyimolcse, amit az elmult
hozzavetdleges 30 évben jol megfigyelhettiink,
nyomonkovethettiink. Az ukran habort nem akcié, hanem
reakcio, az USA és a NATO sorozatos szerzédésszegésére, és a
geopolitikai status quo felrigésara.

Légyszi ne kezdjink mar bele az ilyen talmi mantrékba, hogy de
Ukrajna az egy szuverén orszag, joga van eldonteni, hova akar

csatlakozni. Te is és En is pontosan tudjuk, hogy ez egy szépen
hangzé maszlag, és a vilag az nem igy miikadik. igy kellene de
soha nem igy mkodott és belathatd idén beltl nem is fog igy
mikodni.

Nincsenek fliggetlen, szuverén orszagok, érdekszférak vannak és
ha rossz érdekszféréba tartozol, akkor bizony beszoptad.

Mint emlitettem, ez nem jél van igy és nem igy kéne lennie, de
igy van.

Putyin le fogja dézerolni Ukrajnét, és ez ellen nem csak, hogy
senki nem tehet semmit, de nem is akar és mindezt a sajat
ostobasdguknak és az USA-nak kdszdénhetik az ukranok.
Kirakhatod az ukran zaszlét a profilképedre, meg hashtagelhetsz
iprayforukraine-t ez csak annyit jelent, hogy nem vagy tisztdban
vagy nem érdekel az dsszes vonatkozasa a torténetnek.
Joemberkedéstd| viszont tovabbra sem leszel j6 ember.
Adalékok:

Az ENSZ-nek 8 éve volt arra, hogy békefentartokat kildjon a
régidba és segitsen a konfliktus megoldasédban, de ez egyetlen
egyszer sem merdlt fel, vajon miért? FelthetSleg mert eleinte azt
vartak, hogy az ukrén hadsereg majd pér hénap alatt leveri a
szakadérokat és visszadll minden a maidani Gtra. Hat nem sikerUlt
nekik. Aztdn meg ugye ott volt a vita és az amerikai nyomas,
hogy az EU ne tdmogassa az északi-aramlatot, amit most igy
héboru kitdrésével kénytelenek voltak a németek felfiggeszteni.
Amivel kit I&ttek tokon? Sajat magukat. Tehéat ki jar jol ezzel a
haboruval? Az USA. Es persze az oroszok is, mert a gaz 4ra
egybdl megugrott.

Ukrajnéban a nacionalista kormany minden elképzelheté modon
vegzélta és vegzélja a kisebbségeket: kezdve a kdrpataljai
magyaroktél a romanokon at az oroszokig: megtiltja nekik
ananyelvik hasznélatat és az azon valé tanitast, tanuldst,
rendszeresek a ver8osztagok vegzalasai. De ahogy a délvidéki
magyarok esetében, ezekben az esetekben sem érdekli,
érdekelte sem az ENSZ-t, sem az EU-t, sem az Amnesty féléket,
mert cserébe az ukran katonai bazisok hasznélataért
szemethunytak ezen atrocitdsok feltt, ahogy a kérpataljai
kényszersorozasok felett is.

Szdmunkra e hdbborunak két nagy kockézata van: A pocsfej
amcsiknak sikerl belerdngatnia a NATO-t és ezaltal minket is,
ami az orszag megsemmisiiléséhez vezet, illetve Ukrajna
elfoglalda utédn, Putyin visszaadja Kérpataljat Magyarorszagnak.
Ez esetben olyan bels¢ fesziltséget teremt a NATO-ban és az
EU-ban is ami végleg megingatja az amigy sem rézsas
helyzetiinket az EU-ban és kizarnak minket mind az EU-bdl ,
mind a NATO-bdl és végleg megindul az EU és a NATO
erodalasa.

This narrative emerged on 25 February 2022 and reached its peak on the 26™, when it was copied under
Facebook posts over 250 times. The number of appearances dropped to under 40 by 2 March 2022. It has
only had sporadic presence ever since. Independent media outlets were once again the main sites where the

comment appeared, but the pro-government Mandiner and hirado.hu, and even the FB site of PM Viktor
Orban saw the text copied under their posts around 20 times each.

M



https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2022/03/08/1084280072/how-sanctions-are-pinning-down-the-russian-economy?t=1651138853091
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This is also a message that was spread mainly by enthusiastic, real pro-Kremlin activists with only a couple of
potentially fake ones in the mix. There is a very real chance of some level of coordination here as well because
there is no other realistic explanation for disseminating the same text over and over again.

4. The opposition would drag us into the war

The fourth narrative concerned domestic politics. As noted in the Hungarian country chapter’s introduction,
the government accused the opposition constantly of seeking to drag Hungary into the war in Ukraine and
might even send soldiers into the neighboring country to fight Russia. This is exactly what the fourth text
claimed in nearly 1,700 instances, noting that people should vote for Fidesz to maintain peace in Hungary.
This narrative started when Péter Marki-Zay claimed that he would agree to sending weapons, soldiers into
Ukraine if NATO decided to do so — but this was easily manipulated into sounding as if he did not set any
prerequisites for this course of action. The claims of pro-government media and Fidesz were denied quickly
by Péter Marki-Zay, but this had little effect on the future of the abovementioned peace vs war narrative.

Original text of the narrative:

KEDVES MINDENKI,KEDVES MAGYAROK !1! NAGYON-NAGYON OKOSAN-BOLCSEN-MEGFONTOLTAN
HUHUHU DONTSON ARROL HOGY MAJD 2022 APRILIS 3.-AN MELYIK
ELERKEZETT A VALASZTAS NAPJA, ORSZAGGYULESI KEPVISELO JELOLTRE TESZI AZ X-ET, A
AZ EDDIGI VALASZTASOK KOZUL MEG EKKORA TETJE SOHA- | VOKSAT A VALASZTASI FULKE MAGANYABAN 1!
SOHA NEM VOLT EGY VALASZTASNAK SEM, NEVEZETESEN EZT CSAK OKOSAN-BOLCSEN-MEGFONTOLTAN TEHETIK-
SZO SZERINT A LET ATET 11l TEHETJUK MINDANNYIAN, MIVEL EZ A DONTES
HABORU,VAGY BEKE MIVEL AZ OSSZELLENZEK MINDANNYIUNK ELETET-JOVOUJET- BIZTONSAGAT
EGYERTELMUEN HANGOZTATTA-KINYILATKOZTA AMIT HATAROZZA MEG UGY A VAROSAINKBAN- ,
EPESZU EMBER NEM TENNE SOHA, HA OK NYERNENEK TELEPULESEINKBEN,MINT AZ EGESZ ORSZAGBAN EGYARANT
BIZONY BELESODORNAK - BELEVINNEK A DRAGA " ,
ORSZAGUNKAT AZ UKRAN-OROSZ HABORUBA 1 NINCS OLYAN MAGYAR EMBER AKINEK GYERMEKE-UNOKAJA
A GYERMEKEINK-UNOKAINK-MINDANNYIUNK JOVOJE JOVOJENEK SORSA-LEHETOSEGEI NE A LEGFONTOSABB
ERDEKEBEN EZT SEMMIKEPPEN NEM ENGEDHETJUK LENNE, EZERT EN AZT MONDOM MINT AHOGYAN AZT AZ
MEG,MERT EZ TELJES PUSZTULAST, TELJES MEGSEMMISULEST | OKOS-BOLCS-MEGFONTOLT MAGYAR EMBEREK IS
HOZNA DRAGA HAZANKRA-MINDANNYIONKRA 1 MONDJAK-TESZIK NEVEZETESEN HOGY ( A JART UTAT A
MINDEZEKERT IS MENJUNK EL MINDANNYIAN JARATLANERT EL NE HAGYD ) !!! '
SZAVAZNI,ERRE NE SAJNALJUK AZT A FEL ORACSKAT, ES A GYERMEKEINK-UNOKAINK-MINDANNYIUNK JELENENEK-
SZAVAZZUNK A FIDESZ-KDNP ORSZAGGYULESI KEPVISELOK JOVOJENEK ERDEKEBEN EL NE HAGYJUK AZT A JART UTAT
JELOLTJEIRE ! AMIT A FIDESZ-KDNP KORMANY PARTSZOVETSEG-
HAJRA-ELJENEK-NYERJENEK A FIDESZ-KDNP PARTFUZIO MAR ZSINORBAN 3-CIKLUSON KERESZTUL
ORSZAGGYULESI KEPVISEL® JELOLTJEI KETTOHARMADOS ( 2/3-OS) VALASZTASI EREDMENNYEL
HAJRA-ELJEN A FIDESZ-KDNP CSALADBARAT KORMANY 11! TOBBSEGGEL A HATA MOGOTT BIZONYITOTT-TETT,
HUHUHU BIZTOS[TOTT I\/IINDANNYIQNKNAK—MINDANNYIUNKERT,
GYERMEKEINKERT-UNOKAINKERT-MINDANNYIUNKERT, AMIT MEG A VAKNAK IS LATNIA KELL, ES MEG AZ IRIGY )
MEGKEREK MINDENKIT EZT OLVASSA EL Ill @ & & HuHUHU EMBEREKNEK IS EL KELL ISMERNIE AZT A TENGERNYI POZITIV
KEDVES MINDENKI, KEDVES MAGYAROK !l @ @ @ HunuHy VALTOZAST-BERUHAZAST AMIT NAPROL-NAPRA TETT-TESZ
FINISHEHEZ ERT A 2022 APRILIS 3.-Al ORSZAGGYULESI MINDANNYIUNKERT A FIDESZ-KDNP CSALADBARAT
KEPVISELO| VALASZTASI KAMPANY 111 KORMANY, AMIT-EZT SOHA NEM TEHETUNK KOCKARA,
MINDEN MAGYAR EMBERT MEGKEREK MOST IS MINT SOHA-SOHA NEM KOCKAZTATHATUNK MEG HOGY EBBE
MINDEN VALASZTASKOR, HOGY JOL GONDOLJA MEG,ES BARKI-BARKIK IS BELERONDITSANAK-BELERONDITHASSANAK
11l EZ NEM VELETLEN HOGY A FIDESZ-KDNP KORMANY
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https://infostart.hu/valasztas-2022/2022/02/25/marki-zay-peter-egyertelmuve-tette-mit-gondol-a-magyar-katonak-ukrajnaba-kuldeserol
https://politicalcapital.hu/news.php?article_read=1&article_id=2988

ZSINORBAN A HARMADIK CIKLUSAT TOLTHETI AZ EGESZ
ORSZAG, DRAGA HAZANK MINDEN EGYES MAGYAR EMBER
SZOLGALATABAN, MINDEZEK MIATT-TUKREBEN VEGYUK ELO
A JOZAN ESZUNKET, LEGYEN KEZNEL A JOZAN
[TELOKEPESSEGUNK, ES NE ENGEDJUK MEG HOGY
OLYANOK AKARJANAK PALYAZNI-NYERNI A ORSZAGGYULESI
KEPVISELOI SZEKEKRE, POSZTOKRA AKIK MINDEN NAP
BIZONYITJAK-HANGOZTATJAK HA BARMILYEN FORMABAN
OK NYERNENEK AKKOR KINYITJAK A HATARAINKAT TERET
ENGEDNEK, KAPUT NYITNAK MAJD A MIGRANSOK ELOTT,ES
SZIVFAJDALOM NELKUL BELESODORNAK AZ EGESZ
ORSZAGOT AZ UKRAN- OROSZ HABORUBA !

SOHA NE ENGEDJUNK OLYANOKAT MEG EGYSZER A
VEZETOI SZEKEKBE, DE MEG A KORNYEKERE SEM AKIK
SZEMBE MENTEK DRAGA HAZANKKAL-GYERMEKEINKKEL-
UNOKAINKKAL-MINDANNYIUNKKAL, ES AKIK A
MINOSITHETETLENUL VISELKEDNEK A PARLAMENTBEN,AKIK
FETRENGENEK A FOLDON,NEKISZALADNAK A BECSUKOTT
AJTONAK, ES MINDIG-MINDIG AZT HANGOZTATJAK HOGY
MINDEZEKERT A NEVETSEGES-MINOSITHETETLEN-OVODAS
VISELKEDESUKERT IS MINDIG-MINDIG A FIDESZ-KDNP
CSALADBARAT KORMANY A HIBAS 11!

NA EZT AZTAN MAR NEM,EZT SOHA-SOHA NEM
ENGEDHETJUK MEG BARMIT-BARMIKET IS IGERGETNENEK
ALATTOMOS MODON, MIVEL Ml OKOS-BOLCS-
MEGFONTOLT JOZAN ESSZEL GONDOLKODO MAGYAROK
AZT SOHA-SOHA NEM ENGEDHETJUK MEG HOGY

ELLEPJENEK MINKET-ORSZAGUNKAT AZOK A MIGRANSOK
AKIK EGYERTELMUEN KONTINENST, ORSZAGOKAT FOGLALNI
JOTTEK EUROPABA NEM PEDIG SZORGALMASAN-
BECSULETTEL DOLGOZNI-BEILLESZKEDNI EUROPABA AMIT
MINDEN EMBERNEK MEG A VAKNAK IS LATNIA KELL !l AZT
NEM ENGEDHETJUK MEG SOHA-SOHA HOGY UGY JARJUNK
HOGY A MIGRANSOK ELVEGYEK ORSZAGUNKAT-

HAZANKAT VAROSAINKAT-TELEPULESEINKET,HAZAINKAT,ES
EGYSZER CSAK AZT VEGYUK ESZRE HOGY
MENELKULHETUNK SAJAT ORSZAGUNKBOL-VAROSAINKBOL-
HAZAIKNBOL A MIGRANSOK,ES SEGITOIK-STATISZTAIK MIATT
111

KOSZONJUK NEKUNK MAGYAROKNAK ILYENRE EGYALTALAN
NINCS, NEM LEHET SZUKSEGUNK EZERT MI A MONDAS
SZERINT KELL HOGY CSELEKEDJUNK ( A JART UTAT A
JARATLANERT EL NE HAGYD) ES SZAVAZZUNK UJRA A
FIDESZ-KDNP ORSZAGGYULESI KEPVISELO JELOLTJEIRE
MERT AZ AZ UT AMIT A FIDESZ-KDNP PARTSZOVETSEG
NYUJT-NYUJTOTT, BIZTOSIT-BIZTOSITOTT AZ BIZTOS HOGY
MINDANNYIONK SZAMARA KISZAMITHATO-BIZTONSAGOS
JOVOT JELENT Il @ @ @ HUuHUHU
HAJRA-ELJENEK-NYERJENEK A FIDESZ-KDNP
ORSZAGGYULESI KEPVISELO JELOLTJEI Il @ @ & HUHUHU
MEGKEREK MINDENKIT AKI CSAK TUDJA OSSZA EZT
MEG,HOGY MINEL TOBB EMBERHEZ ELJUTHASSON

I"HUHUHU

The dissemination of the message started on 19 March 2022. Between 29 March and 3 April 2022, it was
copied under Facebook posts more than 100 times every day (except for 2 April) and then disappeared

completely. On 31 March and 1 April, the message was being disseminated constantly from a little after 6AM
to almost 9PM.2 However, it was spread almost exclusively on the Facebook pages of pro-government sites

and Fidesz-KDNP-affiliated politicians, so it seems like the goal of the narrative was not to win over new

voters but to mobilize existing ones.
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This message was spread almost exclusively by a single Facebook profile. The user actually posted on his own
Facebook page that Prime Minister Viktor Orbdn sent him a card for his birthday, noting that he “thanked

him for it with a plethora of posts, comments.”

2 We must mention that pro-opposition messages were also disseminated in a similar, inauthentic manner during the
broader election campaign, just not regarding Ukraine. See, for instance:
https://politicalcapital.hu/konyvtar.php?article read=1&article id=2958
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5. The theater company in charge of Ukraine

The fifth narrative claimed that Ukraine is being led by President Volodymyr Zelensky’s theatre company, as
many of his staff members are fellow comedians or actors, and many of them are US citizens, some of them
were even born in the US. The same, it claims, is true for many of the Ukrainian Army’s frontline leaders.
These people are all deemed to be puppets who do not represent real Ukrainians. These claims were
published by several Hungarian media outlets, with one article claiming they quoted it from the Romanian-
Hungarian portal “Informatia Libera.”® The article makes several mistakes. For instance, they claim that Head
of the Office of the President of Ukraine Andriy Yermak is a comedy producer, simply omitting the fact that
he has a degree in international law and experience as a lawyer. They also claim that Ukraine’s Healthcare
Minister is an American-born woman, while in reality, he is a man born in Osova in the Rivne region. They
presumable meant Ulana Suprun, who no longer fills the position of Minister of Healthcare of Ukraine.
Moreover, there is absolutely no evidence that the majority of Ukraine’s frontline army commanders were
US citizens.

Original text of the narrative:

"Mikézben folyik az orosz-ukran habory, vessiink egy pillantast az || miniszterhelyettessé léptették el8. 2019-ben Zelenszkij minden
ukrén korméany dsszetételére: ellenzékkel szembeszallt érte, és egészségugyi miniszterré
Vologyimir Zelenszkij ukran elnok alapvetd dontéshozdi belsé neveztette ki.

kére tulajdonképpen a szinészkori baréti kérén alapul. Az ukrén parlament altal 2014 novemberében kinevezett harom
Az ukran kormény-térsulat: miniszter mirjc! kalfoldi: o

Az elndki palota kabinetféndke, Andre Yemark vigjaték- a pénzligyminiszter amerikai;

producer; az egészséglgyi miniszter griz;

Az elndki adminisztracié vezetdje, Andre Bodin a a gazdaségi miniszter litvan;

szérakoztatdiparban tevékenykedd ligyvéd; Gruzia kordbbi elndke Odessza korméanyzdja volt.

Az elndk f6 politikai tanacsaddja, Sergey Sheffey vigjaték-ird; Az utolsé elndk, Petro Porosenko éllitdlag a CIA informétora volt.
Ivan Bakanov, az Ukran Legfelsébb Hirszerzé Szolgélat Ami az alulrél épitkezd csapatokat illeti, sok frontvonal
elndkhelyettese, egy vigjatékfilmeket készits cég fénoke; parancsnoka amerikai, akik az elmlt években telepedtek
Szergej Sivoko, az Ukrdn Nemzetvédelmi Bizottsédg vezetd Ukrajnahoz.

tanacsaddja szintén humorista, és Zelenszkij partnere a A kvantitativ statisztikdkat tekintve a mutatdk a kovetkezdk:
szinészetben. (A szinpadon és a politikédban is. ) 1) A vezetd tisztvisel6k 80%-a rendelkezik amerikai

Ha csak ranéziink az dnéletrajzukra, nem derul ki, hogy film- és allampolgérsdggal (a kettds allampolgarséag legalis).
televizidtarsasagrol van-e szé, vagy egy orszag dontéshozd 2) A gazdagok vagyonanak 90%-a Eurépaban és az Egyesdilt
testlletérdl. Allamokban talélhato.

Miért hagyta Ukrajna teljesen figyelmen kiviil a nagyhatalmak 3) Zelensky se nem orosz, se nem lengyel, hanem zsidd, emellett
geopolitikai kapcsolatait az évek sorén? van egy kastélya és hatalmas vagyona az Egyesilt Allamokban.
Ugy tlnik, a belbiztonsagnak és a nemzetfejlesztésnek semmi Van remény a hétkéznapi embereknek egy ilyen orszagban?
koze ezekhez a politikusokhoz - mert igazabdl teljesen Ha jon a habord, vajon az orszég és a nemzet szemsz6gébd|
mindegy,hiszen alapvetéen nem ukrénok. gondol majd valaki erre a foldre?

Mivel Ukrajna elismeri a kett8s allampolgarsagot, a vezetd Mi tehat a végsé célja annak, hogy ennyi amerikai és nyugat-
korményzati tisztvisel6k 80%-a amerikai, és a tekintélyes eurdpai, véletlenil sem ukrdn ember beszivarogjon Ukrajnaba,
vagyonuk és bizalmasaik ?0%-a Londonban vagy Svéjcban van. az ukrajnai éllamapparétusba ?

A 2008-as olimpia idején az Amerika-barat gruz elndkot, Az ukran kormany az ukran &llam és az ukran nép nevében
Szaakasvilit, akit Putyin tdmogatott, legydzték, megbuktattak, és szénoklok NEM UKRANOK.

az ukrajnai Odessza megye kormanyzoéjava neveztette ki magat. Idegen hatalom, madzagon rangatott babpolitikusokkal.

A legjellemz8bb (elrettentd)példa Ukrajna néi egészséglgyi Egy ilyen orszagban élni valéban nehéz tobb mint 40 millié
minisztere. Az Egyesult Allamokban szilletett. 2013 el&tt amerikai ukrén embernek!”

altaldnos orvos volt. 2013-ban Ukrajnéba utazott, 2015-ben

honositottak Ukrajnédban, 2016-ban pedig méris egészségligyi

The narrative emerged first on 8 March 2022, after the majority of the first three described in this study went
largely dormant. This message became the most prevalent on the 19", when it was copied under Facebook
discussions 45 times. Afterwards, the popularity of the narrative fell almost constantly with one resurgence
on 25 March 2022. The main pages targeted by those disseminating it were Telex, Szeretlek Magyarorszag,
the Transcarpathia-focused KarpdatHir, HVG and Vilaggazdasdg; the message was only copied under posts by
pro-government outlets sporadically.

3 They did not link the article, just the home page of the site.
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This narrative was spread mainly by a very enthusiastic fan of conspiracy theories (according to his profile),
who frequently shares anti-US and pro-Kremlin disinformation. Among the commenters, there are multiple
fake profiles, some of them sharing no public information at all on Facebook, while others are using stock
photos as profile pictures. Moreover, we also found evidence of potentially hacked profiles “repurposed” as
fake Hungarian Facebook users. While in this case it is clear that fake profiles were helping to disseminate
the message, the main engine behind it was the single real user mentioned above, who was responsible for
about 20% of the comments containing this text.

We cannot say that only pro-Kremlin comments were being spread on Hungarian Facebook in the research
period. One man copied a link to an article by Ez a Lényeg, a strongly pro-opposition site, hundreds of times.
The article reported on Péter Marki-Zay’s statement that Hungary’s EU membership is against PM Orban’s
interests and that he became a puppet of President Putin. While PM Viktor Orban has been criticized
frequently for his close relations with Russia, we must note that this article is biased in the sense that it made
no efforts to report on PM Orban’s or the government’s stance regarding the issue of Russia and EU
membership.

Original text of the narrative:

ORBAN = PUTYIN = HABORU!!! ELLENZEK = EUROPA = BEKE. https://ezalenyeg.hu/kozugy/mzp-szerint-orban-
putyin-babjava-valt-152694

The user spreading the message used two types of introductions to the link: (a) insults to anyone sharing a
pro-Kremlin comment, article or (b) a claim that “ORBAN = PUTIN = WAR.”

The message first appeared on Facebook in the comments on 3 February (the day after it was published), but
it has only been disseminated actively since 4 March 2022. The text was copied 15-45 times each day between
4 March and 3 April and then disappeared completely.
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The message was spread by a single profile focusing on two pro-government sites — one of which has blocked
him, as all his comments on that page have disappeared. Since this was done by a single person, coordination
is rather unlikely in this case, so he might just be an enthusiastic Hungarian pro-opposition activist.

There are signs of coordinated activity

As we already mentioned above, there are clear signs of a coordinated effort to spread pro-Kremlin narratives
in Hungary, even if we disregard the clearly pro-government and pro-opposition, domestic politics focused
contents (narratives four and six). As it has been mentioned, in a couple of narratives (mainly one and five),
suspected fake accounts played a prominent or strong supplementary role in spreading the messages. In
cases when dissemination was done mostly by real profiles, there seem to be few other reasons for random
users to copy and paste the exact same message under the Facebook posts of various Facebook pages.

Four more factors must be mentioned regarding this claim. First, while most narratives targeted independent
media, the comments also regularly showed up on pro-government pages, creating a sort of balance.

Second, some real profiles played a role in the dissemination of multiple messages, some even took part in
spreading three of the six identified narratives. Thus, it is likely that there is at least a Facebook or Telegram
group where people get “munition” to “convert” Kremlin-critical users.

Third, the comments arrived in a steady stream throughout the most active days, including during working
hours and outside of them, which could suggest that some of the profiles might comment on Facebook in a
“job-like manner.”

Fourth, and most importantly, oftentimes these copy-pasted texts have a short introduction before them,
which is often different from message to message. However, these “introductions” are not completely
unique: they are repeated by different users from time to time. This indicates that there might be some sort
of “guidelines” made available to people engaged in this activity to “personalize” their message.

Lastly, it must be highlighted that users often copied the messages together with the name of the user who
they copied it from. This revealed that some of the messages are not from other Facebook users but from
Telegram groups.

16



SLOVAKIA: WHERE INAUTHENTIC BEHAVIOR IS MOSTLY PRO-
WEST

The political elite’s reaction to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine

Slovakia’s response to Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine and its aftermath is marked by a united
stance affirmed by top officials and representatives of the ruling coalition parties, which is founded on five
points:

1. Aclear condemnation of the aggression committed by the Russian Federation that included support
for all resolutions against Russia at the UN, and a strong condemnation of war crimes committed by
the Russian Armed Forces in Ukraine.

2. Comprehensive and full support for Ukraine in its fight against Russian invasion (moral, diplomatic,
political, humanitarian and heavy arms transfers). In early April 2022, Slovak Prime Minister Eduard
Heger visited Kyiv together with European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, where he
met Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelensky. Heger also visited Bucha, where he witnessed the
consequences of crimes and atrocities committed by the Russian Army. Slovakia handed over its S-
300 anti-aircraft and anti-missile systems to Ukraine and has been involved in negotiations on
handing over its Zuzana howitzers and MiG-29 fighters to Ukraine.

3. Welcoming alarge number of refugees from Ukraine and facilitating their life in the country, financial
and other support for refugees on the basis of legislation approved for this specific situation.

4. Unequivocal support for strong political and economic sanctions against the Kremlin, a proactive
position in seeking expanded coordination among the EU in member states’ approach to economic
interactions with Russia (for example, in refusing to pay for gas and oil in rubles). Since the beginning
of the war, Slovakia expelled 38 Russian diplomats. Along with 39 other countries, Slovakia has filed
a lawsuit against Russia at the International Criminal Court in Hague for war crimes committed in
Ukraine.

5. The implementation of urgent steps to strengthen the country’s defense capabilities through the
expansion of defense cooperation with the US, the reception of military equipment and personnel
from NATO (Patriot anti-aircraft complexes, troops from the USA, Germany, the Netherlands, the
Czech Republic, Slovenia and Poland).

President Zuzana Caputova, Prime Minister Eduard Heger and Speaker of the Parliament Boris Kollar outlined
the abovementioned positions in their public statements and on other occasions (for example, during their
participation in EU and NATO events or during negotiations with foreign partners). Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ivan Koréok and Minister of Defense Jaroslav Nad  have played an active role in implementing these policies.

In her statement on Russia‘s aggression against Ukraine, President Zuzana Caputova pointed out the bravery
of Ukrainians defending their homeland and highlighted the war crimes committed against Ukrainians. The
Slovak president underlined that “Ukraine did not start the war and did not provoke it. Its only “’fault’ is the
desire to become part of a democratic Europe.” According to Caputovd, “Vladimir Putin miscalculated
himself. He wanted to divide Europe, but he achieved its unification. He wanted to gain respect and
strengthen his sphere of influence, but he only got contempt and isolation. He wanted to deny Ukraine the
right to exist but contributed to the strengthening of the Ukrainian political nation, which has earned the
respect of the whole world for its sacrifice.”

In another statement, Zuzana Caputova said that Putin “is trying to convince his nation by lying about
denazification, a special operation and the rescue of Ukraine.” The president spoke in favor of Slovakia
helping Ukraine. According to her, “Ukraine has the right to defend itself and we cannot leave them without
help. Ukrainians are waging a just struggle for their sovereignty and national self-determination. | am proud
that Slovakia is on the right side [of history] by helping Ukraine.”
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After visiting Kiev, Prime Minister Eduard Heger justified the need to supply arms to Ukraine as follows: “It is
also in Slovakia’s interest. If, God forbid, Ukraine would fail to defeat the Russian troops, we know who is
next. We need to help Ukraine to repel Russian troops as soon as possible and we will do everything we can
do and can afford.”

The parliamentary opposition — Smer-SD [Direction — Social Democracy], Hlas-SD [Voice] and two right-wing
extremist (fascist) formations, the LSNS [People’s Party Our Slovakia] and Republika [Republic] — took a
different stance on issues related to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine. In the months leading up to the war,
the opposition took all possible steps to prevent approval of the defense cooperation agreement with the
United States. The document was needed inter alia to adjust the conditions of the presence of American
service personnel at the airports where American F-16 fighters were to be located after their delivery to
Slovakia (the fighters were purchased during the tenure of the previous government formed by Smer-SD).

Opposition leaders Robert Fico (Smer-SD), Peter Pellegrini (Hlas-SD), Marian Kotleba (LSNS) and Milan Uhrik
(Republika) argued that the Slovak-American defense cooperation agreement was, allegedly, inequal, as it is
only favorable to the US. They accused the Slovak government of betraying national interests and
undermining state sovereignty, accused the USA of seeking to occupy Slovakia and involve it in the war with
Russia. Prosecutor-General Maro$ Zilinka clearly sided with the opposition on this issue, calling on the
Parliament to refuse the ratification of the document, similarly to former Supreme Court President Stefan
Harabin and former Prime Minister and Minister of Justice Jan Carnogursky. The disinformation-centered and
conspiratorial “alternative” media sphere has become an integral part of an informal political alliance against
the approval of the agreement. However, its efforts were unsuccessful: in February 2022, the Parliament
ratified the document and President Zuzana Caputova signed it immediately.

Prior to Russia’s invasion, opposition leaders claimed that Russia was not interested in war with Ukraine, it
was only trying to defend its legitimate interests in a peaceful way, for which it is being unjustly blamed by
the West. Those highlighting Russia’s aggressive intentions and the need to strengthen Slovakia’s defenses
along with NATO partners were labelled as “warmongers.”

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine seemingly surprised pro-Russian activists (similarly to Hungary), including
opposition leaders, as it contradicted their previous pro-Russian narratives on the Kremlin’s “peaceful
policies.” After a few days of confusion, pro-Russian actors re-activated themselves. Although they were
under pressure thanks to reports about the brutality of the Russian aggression, they did criticize the invasion
(with the exception of Stefan Harabin, who openly supported it); however, they continued their anti-
Ukrainian rhetoric. The main goal of their renewed activities was to prevent Slovakia from helping Ukraine
by supplying it with weapons (S-300 system, Zuzana howitzers, MiG-29 fighters).

Another opposition’s intention was to provoke an unfavorable attitude among the population towards
Ukrainian refugees through misleading arguments based on social chauvinism.

Three narratives repeated, two of them are critical of the Kremlin

Among the three analyzed narratives, two are critical of the Kremlin, and one is content-neutral with the
possibility of being used for and against the Kremlin’s interests. In total, these three comments were copy-
pasted 910 times.

The purpose of the first narrative is to highlight the living conditions of the population of a developed liberal
democracy compared to those in an authoritarian society. Russia is mentioned here as an example of an
authoritarian society (in a historical context, the USSR here is implicitly present in the text, although the name
of the Soviet state is not directly mentioned). The narrative describes the poor socio-economic situation in
Russia, including the low standards of living and bad general health of the population. According to the
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narrative’s author, Russia cannot be a model for Slovakia, contrary to USA, where the Slovak diaspora is the
largest — not coincidentally.

Original text of the narrative:

Rusko : minimalna mzda 170e, najvyssia miera potratov, Mozete mi prosim napisat, co mnohych slovakov na
alkoholizmu, korupcie a samovrazd, krajina s najvyssim Rusku tak vzrusuje? Vratane Fica. Pretoze nepoznam
poctom HIV pozitivnych, krajina, ktora nam v 68 roku slovaka, ktory by tam tuzil nielen pracovat ale aj zit.
poslala do ulic tanky. Dakujem

A este pikoska, v roku 2009 bolo 1 euro cca 35 rublov,

dnes je to 87!!

According to this narrative, South and North Korea are good example for the differences between American
and Russian ways of life. Another example of the different lives of people in free and not free societies,
understandable to Slovak citizens, was the situation in Austria and Slovakia, two neighboring countries,
during the existence of the Iron Curtain.

Although the argumentation used in the first narrative is marked by heightened emotions and contemporary
Russia is de facto identified with the former Soviet Union, it can be said that the arguments in favor of people
having better lives in a free society are correct, generally based on verifiable data and do not contain
elements of deliberate manipulation.

"User 1” posted the following comment on 1 February 2022, starting the proliferation of this message:

“Russia: the minimum wage is 170 euro, the highest rates of abortion, alcoholism, corruption and suicide, the
country with the highest number of HIV-positive people, the country that has sent tanks to our streets in 1968.
Can you, please, write me what excites so many Slovaks in Russia? Including Fico. Thank you”.

The comment reacted to the post on the Novy Cas daily’s FB page (the most widely read online daily in
Slovakia), in which the newspaper quoted the short comments Fico attacked the president: sharp words in
relation to Ukraine! He also hit on government politicians. He also criticized government politicians, arguing
that they allegedly “ignored elementary facts” and that “the problem is certainly not the threat of Russia, but
the blatant rise of prices and the incompetence of the Slovak government.” 868 comments responded to the
mentioned FB post. The slight majority of them opposed the government and the president (only a small part
of the comments was pro-Russian); while a minor part of the comments was critical towards Fico’s narrative.
User 1's comment belonged to this second group. 49 users reacted positively to this comment.
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A discussion started by User 1

Rusko : minimalna mzda 170e, najvyssia miera potrat koholizmu, korupcie a
Samovi krajina s najvyssim poctom HIV pozitiviny ajina, ktora nam v 68 roku
poslala do ulic tanky

Mozte mi prosim napisat, co mnohych slovakov na Rusku tak vzrusuje? Vratane Fica.
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Less than two minutes later after the user’s first comment, he published the exact same comment under the
post of the FB page of the news channel TA3, which stated that Ukraine will strengthen the army by 100,000
soldiers. It's not about the war, it's about the future, Zelensky said’. The third and fourth appearance of
comment was identical to the first. In the fifth comment (6 hours after the first) the text was expanded:
“Russia [means]: the minimum wage 170 euro, the highest rates of abortion, alcoholism, corruption and
suicide, the country with the highest number of HIV-positive people, the country that has sent tanks to our
streets in 1968. One thing to add: in 2009, 1 euro was for about 35 rubles, today it is for 87!! Can you, please,
write me what excites so many Slovaks in Russia? Including Fico? Because | don't know any Slovak who would
want not only to work there but also to live there. Thank you.”

In the following days, the user published a few different versions of the comment, longer and shorter. The
longest version is shown in Figure 1.

A total number of 211 repetitive comments in the first narrative were recorded in the period under review.
The largest numbers were recorded on 4 February, 8 February and 21 February 2022. Only a few comments
appeared after 24 February 2022, when Russia invaded Ukraine.
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The analysis of users that published comments shows that this narrative was not spreading organically or in
a standard way, as it is shown in chart 1, where the comments are shown chronologically.

The timeline of users' activity

Name Profile Real/Fake

User 1 Non-determinable

User 2 Real 1

User 3 Non-determinable 14 I I]

User 4 Non-determinable 6

User 5 Non-determinable 1

User 6 Real 13 .]
User 7 Non-determinable 5

User 8 Non-determinable 7

User 9 Real 1

User 10 Real 3 I

160

The user with highest number of comments does not have a publicly accessible profile, he does not have a
profile photo and, apart from repetitive comments, he does not participate in any discussions (even if others
respond to him, he is always quiet). His other online activities are not visible. He published comments at
times typical for the average user, he is not a bot. It is unclear whether he is a real person or a fake profile.
He did not contribute to the dissemination of the other two narratives.

This narrative might have been disseminated in a coordinated manner since, as seen in figure two, the active
periods of various users basically never overlapped, making it highly suspicious.

The evident intention of the second analyzed narrative is to point out the aggressive nature of the foreign
policy of contemporary Russia — just like in the Czech Republic. The narrative contains a list of countries that
became the targets/victims of “Russian aggression” in the 20" and 21° centuries. This narrative, however,
includes factual inaccuracies and obvious errors. First, the list of victims of “Russian aggression” (i.e., the
military activities of pre-communist and post-communist Russia and the Soviet Union during its existence)
includes both independent states and republics of the former Soviet Union or the subjects of the current
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Russian Federation without differentiation between their statuses (in case of the later ones, we can consider
them the armed suppressions of internal unrest or separatist tendencies). Second, the list includes states
that were not the targets of military aggression by the Soviet Union (in case of some of them, the USSR was
engaged on the side of an ideological ally but without direct military intervention). These factual errors and
inaccuracies reduce the effectiveness of this narrative, as they may provide Russia’s local advocates with an

argument about the deliberately misleading approach of those who are critical of Russia.

Original text of the narrative:

Chronologicky zoznam krajin, ktoré
celili ruskej agresii

Japonsko 1904

Ukrajina 1918

Azerbajdzan 1918

Vychodné Nemecko 1953
Madarsko 1956

Laos 1960

Vietnam 1961

Alzirsko 1962

Azerbajdzan 1988
Gruzinsko 1991
Tadzikistan 1992
Moldavsko 1992
Gruzinsko1992

Polsko 1920 Egypt (Spojena arabska republika) TadZikistan 1992
Mongolsko 1924 1962 Azerbajdzan 1992
Cina 1929 Jemen 1962 Ingussko 1992
Ukrajina 1937 Syria 1967 Cecensko 1994
Azerbajdzan 1937 Ceskoslovensko 1968 Azerbajdzan 1994
Japonsko 1938 Cina 1969 Dagestan 1994 a 1999
Polsko 1939 Kambodza 1970 Gruzinsko 2008
Finsko 1939 Bangladés 1972 Ukrajina 2014
Japonsko 1945 Angola 1975

Cina 1946 Etidpia 1977

Severné Kérea 1950 Libanon 1982

Cina 1950 Afganistan 1979

The narrative first appeared on Facebook on 2 May 2019. We found this text copied under Facebook posts
510 times in almost two years. This was mostly disseminated by real users, suggesting that the dissemination
did not take place under close coordination.
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The first occurrence of such a list of countries is from September 2015: it can be found in an article entitled
What countries were attacked by the Soviet and Russian armies?, published on the mainstream online
platform Aktuality.sk. The author’s name was not mentioned under the article. Since then, this list has been
used by various social media users. In our case, there are 510 comments on FB from over 100 real users, most
of them used this comment once, twice or three times. The highest incidence of repetitive comments
including this text was measured after 24 February 2022.

Indeed, the opposite side uses various lists as a counter-argument to show US involvement in wars and
conflicts. There are also users who supplement the original list of targets of Russian aggression with a list of
American operations, explaining that none of them was an offensive war; the US was engaged to support
democratic forces.
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The third analyzed narrative is neutral. It is identical with section 417 of the Slovak Penal Code dealing with
the crime of disrupting peace and committing the act of war propaganda. As critics and advocates of Russia
accuse each other of committing the said crime, the narrative can be used by both camps. While critics of
the Kremlin can blame Slovak pro-Russian opposition politicians of supporting an aggressive war against
Ukraine and approving the war crimes, arguing that it is therefore justified to consider the possibility of their
criminal prosecution, the advocates of Russia, on the other hand, can accuse supporters of Ukraine that
through supporting the idea to deliver arms to Ukraine they prevent achieving peace, behaving as the
“warmongers.”

Original text of the narrative:

§ 417 Trestného zékona: ,Kto v imysle narusit mier péchatel, ak spacha cin uvedeny v odseku 1 a) v spojeni's
akymkolvek spésobom podnecuije k vojne, vojnu cudzou mocou alebo cudzim ¢&initelom, b) ako ¢len
propaguje alebo inak podporuje VOjnOVLI,l propagandu[ nebezpeéného ZOSkUpenia, alebo C) Za kriZOVej situacie.”

potresté sa odnatim slobody na jeden rok az desat rokov.
Odnatim slobody na desat rokov az dvadsatpat rokov
alebo trestom odnatia slobody na doZivotie sa potresta

At first, this narrative was used by a radical pro-Russian activist against supporters of the country’s pro-
Western foreign policy line, critical of the Kremlin’s policies. However, the situation changed after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

It was the notorious pro-Russian left-wing activist Eduard Chmeldr, who published a post on his FB page on
23 December 2021 entitled In Brussels and Washington, they are scoffing at us, in which he argued that
“Western politicians, including the Slovak president, the prime minister, the minister of defense and the
minister of foreign affairs are frightening the public by claiming that Russian troops are on the border with
Ukraine and are preparing for war.” To emphasize the certainty that no threat of war exists, he wrote:
“Russian President Vladimir Putin calmly answered questions to reporters for four hours. He patiently and
factually refuted all the rumors and repeated many times that Russia does not want or is not going to war.”
In his post, Chmeldr warned the abovementioned politicians and some journalists, threatening to prosecute
them in accordance with the Slovak Criminal Code (see quotation of Section 417 on “Endangering Peace”).

Linking the criminal offence of “endangering peace” and the policies of the Slovak government or the
attitudes of citizens was the essence of the third narrative found in Facebook comments.

Three users copied Chmelar’s post on the day of its publication. Two days later, only an excerpt from
Chmelar’s text began to spread — a reference to the Criminal Code. Prior to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine (24
February 2022), this link was used by at least 16 users in 40 comments, always as an argument against actors
who warned about the threat posed by Russia. In addition, these users referred to the criminal offense of
“high treason” related to politicians who approved a defense cooperation agreement with the United States
in early February 2022.
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Interestingly, the situation involving comments containing the narrative on the crime of “endangering peace”
changed after 24 February 2022. Since then, this narrative mostly appeared to criticize those who approved
the ongoing war — it was present in more than 100 comments from approximately 40 users.

We see that each side of the sharp dispute tries to justify its accusation of the opposite side through this
crime. Here are two examples:

The anti-American attitude claims that “Our foreign policy is a servant of the American Embassy in Bratislava.
This whole neoliberal fascist scum and cesspool of society commit treason against the citizens of the Slovak
Republic and on the Slovak Republic” (reference to section 417 of the Criminal Code).

The anti-Russian stance says that “However, if someone systematically supports Russia‘s military campaign
in Ukraine and spreads Russian propaganda, even calls for Putin to come to impose order in Slovakia, he/she
must also be reminded of the criminal law — section 417 — threat to peace” (link to the cited section of the
Criminal Code followed).

Slovaks are polarized on foreign policy, too

The analysis of three selected narratives with repetitive comments on the Slovak Facebook confirmed the
strong polarization of FB users in Slovakia on foreign and security policy issues, reflecting the developments
on the domestic political scene. FB users from conflicting camps try to outnumber their opponents using all
ways of communication offered by the social network. Russia’s aggression against Ukraine gave in this
dispute additional arguments in favor of their stances to supporters of the pro-Western line. However, even
if pro-West opinions are in the majority among these repeated comments, there is a relatively broad layer of
Slovak society (up to quarter of the population) that continues supporting Russia.
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INAUTHENTIC ACCOUNTS AND PAN-SLAVISM'S FLAG-BEARERS
UNITE IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Czech Response to the Invasion

When the Russian invasion of Ukraine started on February 24, 2022, the Czech political elite came up with a
united response and firmly condemned the Russian invasion as an aggressive act against a sovereign country.
This response included the current liberal-conservative ruling coalition led by Prime Minister Petr Fiala, in
power since December 2021, and former prime minister and incumbent leader of the largest opposition party
ANO, Andrej Babis. President Milo$ Zeman, who was known for his pro-Russian stances in the past, also joined
this chorus. Czechia granted military and humanitarian aid to Ukraine soon after. The Czech Republic
supported the strongest possible economic sanctions against Russia and Prime Minister Fiala went on an
official visit to Kyiv to show support to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. Moreover, the Czech Public
Prosecution warned that publicly expressed agreement with Russia’s aggression, as well as support or praise
towards Russian officials, can be prosecuted, possibly leading to a penalty of up to three years in prison.

Commentators in the mainstream media mirrored the official political representation’s supportive stance
towards Ukraine. The invasion also led to unprecedented steps to tackle websites spreading disinformation
about the invasion and promoting the Kremlin’s policies. Based on a recommendation from the government
and consultations with Czech intelligence services, the Czech Internet Association (CZ.NIC), the operator of
the .cz domain, decided to block websites that spread disinformation about the invasion. The decision was
founded on the argument that these websites pose a serious national security threat and on the
exceptionality and urgency of the situation, in which spreading disinformation serves the Russian aggressor
by manipulating and confusing Czech citizens to approve the aggression towards Ukraine or question political
leaders’ motive to oppose it. At the beginning of March, more websites were blocked by domestic mobile
operators in reaction to an appeal from the government and the National Cyber Operations Centre, and these
remain blocked.

Due to the war on Ukraine, the negative perception of Russia among the Czech population became record-
breaking and % of the population see Russia as the definite culprit of the war. The high solidarity of Czechs
with Ukraine continues even two months after the start of the war and 64% of the population approve
welcoming and supporting Ukrainian refugees, although 70% also worry about their social security. The war
on Ukraine also produced the highest level of agreement with Czech membership in NATO since 1994 (78%)
and consensus that EU members should build their defensive forces together.

Inauthentic Pro-Kremlin Behavior on Facebook

The Russian war on Ukraine opened the possibility of Russian information operations in the Czech
information space that could attempt to erode the general solidarity with Ukraine and amplify any
disagreement with the official Czech response to the war. There would be ground for such activities: the
Czech branch of the Russian state-run Sputnik was an active Russian propaganda outlet posing as a standard
news portal and surrounded by a network of approximately 40 conspiracy websites which tend to reproduce
its content and narratives. Social media, including both authentic and inauthentic accounts, can act as its
amplifiers.

Therefore, using the SentiOne tool, we went through comment sections of Facebook pages of Czech
mainstream media, major politicians and alternative media, including pro-Kremlin outlets, and identified four
repetitive comments suggesting possible inauthentic coordinated activities. Three of these comments
involved attempts to spread Moscow’s interpretation of the war or even official Russian communication and
one repetitive message actually attempted to counter narratives that justify Russian aggression or present
the West as the real aggressor. In total, we found 1,370 comments spread across the four narratives.
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Our analysis uncovered attempts of inauthentic accounts to spread official Russian communication about the
war or pro-Russian narratives presenting the West as the aggressor and blaming Ukraine for an
ultranationalist regime and genocide. The inauthentic accounts were joined by users leaning toward
nationalism, pan-Slavism and the national-conservative end of the political spectrum. At the same time, a
counter-narrative was formed and shared mostly by authentic accounts of users closer to the political
mainstream with the possibility of loose coordination.

The first repetitive comment was a repost of a Facebook post by Petr Stépanek, a member of the right-wing,
strongly Eurosceptic political party Tricolor (Trikoldra), which belongs to the non-parliamentary national-
conservative political opposition. In his post, Stépanek recounts his interpretation of what led to the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. He claims ultranationalist forces took over Ukraine after Euromaidan and started to
oppress the Russian population of eastern Ukraine through armed harassment until “Russians on both sides
of the border ran out of patience.” Although Stépéanek’s original post was liked by only 149 profiles,* it was
reposted 496 times as a comment. It first appeared on 22 February 2022 in a Facebook comment. The number
of appearances of the narrative peaked on the day of the start of the invasion (24 February), but it
disappeared almost completely by the 28",

The original post of Petr Stépanek

'.‘ Petr §tépanek - Trikolora ProtoZe ukrajinska vlada .pols}aira na vychodni ukrajinské regiony armadu,
S . akeelerovaly tam separatistické tendence.
22.unora - Q@
. A - L M ProtoZe akcelerovaly separatistické tendence, ukrajinskd vldda namfsto nabidky
Malé osvéZeni paméti aneb Ukrajinska protoze 4 Vi = SR
rozumné autonomie dal haragila zbranémi a piitapéla pod kotlem
ProtoZe Evropska unie nutila Ukrajiné neprijatelnou asociacni dohodu, ukrajinsky

. . ) ProtoZe ukrajinské vidda dal haraila zbranémi a pfitapéla pod kotlem, dosla po
prezident Janukovyc ji odmitl podepsat.

osmi letech Rustim na obou strandch hranice trpélivost.
ProtoZe prezident Janukovy¢ asaciacni dohodu s EU odmitl podepsat, nastal Ajsme tam, kde jsme.
Majdan.

ProtoZe nastal Majdan, viady nad Ukrajinou se s podporou EU a USA zmocnily
ultranacionalistické sily.

ProtoZe se vlady nad Ukrajinou zmocnily ultranacionalistické sily, okamZité piisly s
navrhem na zrusenf rustiny jako uredniho jazyka

ProtoZe ultranacionalistické sily piisly s ndvrhem na zrusenf rudtiny jako ufedniho
Jjazyka, zacaly se vychodni ukrajinské regiony boufit.

(Pozndmka: Na vychodé Ukrajiny neZije proruské obyvatelstvo, jak nam uz osm let
bulikuje Ceska televize, nybrz miliony Rusti. A protoZe na vychodé Ukrajiny Zijf
Rusaové, citi' s nimi Rusko soundleZitost.)

ProtoZe se wychodni ukrajinské regiony zacaly boufit, poslala na né ukrajinské viada
armadu.

The text was copied most frequently (75 comments) under the posts of CT24, a 24-hour news channel owned
and operated by Czech Television - the public broadcaster. The comment also appeared 21 times on the page
of the Prime Minister Petr Fiala and on other mainstream media pages, such as the most popular Czech news
portal iDnes.cz or the popular commercial television channel CNN Prima News.

4 By 27 April 2022.
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Among the 312 commenters who reposted this narrative, we identified at least 24 potentially inauthentic
accounts with no personal information and/or purely political content on their walls. The commenters mostly
depicted themselves as patriots, which corresponds to Tricolour’s target audience, and pan-Slavists. These
accounts also tend to reshare conspiracy theories about the global world order or COVID-19, and are usually
strongly critical towards the incumbent Czech government. The most active commenters posted their
comments in batches within the span of a few minutes, which can be a sign of intentional and systematic
behavior.

2. The Reality of Donbas

The second repetitive comment recounted the “reality of the Donbas,” which is supposedly facing a genocide
of ethnic Russians committed by Ukrainian soldiers killing and plundering under a repressive fascist regime.
It was first posted by a now untraceable user claiming they are from Donbas and have personally witnessed
this reality. The message is similar to the second text described in the Hungarian country chapter.

Original text of the narrative:

No....omlouvam se, ale &st komentaidi jsou jenom vyroky | kazdiden na posté fronty ukr. vojaku, ktery posilaji domu
lidi ktefi nevidéli realitu Donbasu ... Je to genocida rusky || narabovani véci.... vrchol byl jeden vojak ktery balil kovani
mluvici POVODNICH obyvatel& Donbasu.... Ukrajina chce | vrata!!!l A Evropa vidi jenom Putina a "atresii” rusu....
jenom ruskou teritorii ale obyvatelé ne!ll Vite jak oni jim citim bolest a beznadéji, ze popiraji se lidsky prava a
fikaji? Nedolidi .... a v8e, co mluvi rusky - pistole k hlavé.... vsechny kolem rvou - Slava Ukrajiné.... sama lez.... a mam
Co vy vite o "$edivé z6n&"? A jak tam ziji lidi pod vladou drzet hubu.... nikdo nemluvi o kvetoucim fagizmu na

ukr. vojaku???? Rabovani, nasili a jsou chranéni ukr. ukrajiné... a ze Bandera je narodni hrdina .... "civilizovani"
vlddou méji to dovolené... mizou vzit vade auto, vlézt do svét zavird na to odi..... jenom aby to bylo proti Rusku....
bytu a vzit co budou chtit... Neni to k smich... pomalu Ted mluvte o tom kdo to opravdu zacal!!l

The narrative blew up on 24 February with 143 comments, followed by a steep decline. It disappeared by 1
March. The total number of 204 comments appeared mainly on mainstream media pages, mainly CT24 and
two popular commercial television channels, CNN Prima News and TV Nova.
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The top three commenters spreading the message seemed to be authentic accounts of users with anti-
establishment stances. Among the 118 commenters we identified, we have counted at least 5 possibly
inauthentic accounts promoting strongly patriotic stances and resharing conspiracy theories from Czech
media known for spreading disinformation (e.g., AC24 News) about the war, other global conflicts, and
COVID-19. Some systematic effort is suggested by the fact that the comments usually appeared within
batches of 9-10 within sixty minutes.

3. Official Russian Communication

The third repetitive comment that started appearing on 25 February provided a daily update on the “Situation
in Ukraine during the Russian peacekeeping operation.” Besides labelling the invasion as a special
peacekeeping operation, the comment repeated Russian narratives about a Nazi regime in Kyiv and the
genocide of ethnic Russians in the Donbas, or Ukrainian soldiers killing civilians. The text reiterated official
Russian communication and openly referenced the YouTube channel of the Russian Ministry of Defense as
its source, which originally brought these daily updates to its audience.

Original text of the narrative:

zbrané NATO které cecensky SPECNAZ Banderovcim ukofistil.
Opét pfipominadm, ze ruské armadé nekladou ozbrojené sily
Ukrajiny viibec zadny odpor a skute¢né boje se vedou pouze s
ukrajinskymi nacisty a Banderovci. Ramzan Kadyrov upozornil, ze
vsechny fejky o tom jak je na Ukrajiné hromadné zabijen
Cecensky SPECNAZ jsou smés$né a z palce vycucané. Podle
oficidlniho prohlaseni Kadyrova nebyl zranén ani jediny ¢len
cecenského SPECNAZu a uz viibec ne zabity. Uved| Ze ¢ecenské
oddily budou nadéle bojovat po boku ruské armady do té doby,
dokud nebude osvobozena celad Ukrajina a zachranén cely nérod
od Kyjevského rezimu. Upozornuji Ze prezident Ramzan Kadyrov
je jednou z nejsilngjsich osobnosti v sou¢asném Rusku a mimo
toho, coz chci podotknout, také ochrance pravych duchovnich
Isldmskych cennosti a tufijsky lidr svéta. Kdy toto Zezlo mu bylo
predéno jiz pred desiti lety. Je tedy velice vyznamnou osobou
nejen pro celé Rusko ale také i pro CELY islamsky svét, ktery ho
bezvyhradné respektuje. Proto jeho vederni prohldseni je nutno
brét velice vazné a je dulezité predevsim i pro stabilizaci situace
na Ukrajiné. No a také je predevsim dllezité pro vitézstvi sil
Dobra nad silami Tmy.

Situace na Ukrajiné pfi mirové operaci Ruska 26.2.2022 (21:57)
Predstavitel DNR Eduard Basurin vydal ke konci dnesniho dne
oficidIni prohladseni o tom, Ze ozbrojené sily Donécké narodni
republiky osvobodily 12 obydlenych oblasti, udélaly tak
obrovskou prdrvu v nepratelské obrané a zacinaji se blizit k
méstu Mariupol. Pfipomindm, ze véera bylo z opaéného sméru
vzato mésto Melitopol které bylo osvobozeno ruskou namorni
péchotou. Tedy je tato oblast v dvojitém sevreni. Dnesnim dnem
také vydal oficidIni prohldsenii hlavni predstavitel Krymu Sergej
Aksjonov o tom, Ze ruskd armada vyhodila do povétii prehradu
postavenou "kyjevskou klikou narkomantd a Banderovcl" jak je
tefné pojmenoval prezident Putin a ktera celych 8 let blokovala
dodavky vody na Krym. Coz je velmi vézny element ohledné
ukonéeni vodni blokddy Krymu ze strany Kyjeva a jednou z etap
mirové mise ruské armady na Ukrajiné. Cecensky prezident
Ramzan Kadyrov na svém kanéle Instagram a Telegram kanale
opublikoval nékolik videf kde je vidét jak bojovnici ¢ecenského
SPECNAZu ktefi bez boje zajali velky oddil ukrajinskych
Banderovcy, strhévaji ukrajinskou vlajku a na jeji misto vési

ruskou statni vlajku. Kadyrov také ve videich ukézal techniku a

The narrative was mostly active between 26 February and 6 March. 83% of these comments were posted by
a single account. This user boasts about himself being a “Czechoslovak” nationalist, promotes the narrative
concerning the alleged Nazification of Ukraine and even the Czech Republic, and reshares Czech conspiracy

28


https://www.facebook.com/119624098506/posts/10158885139328507/?comment_id=10158885378128507

websites’ (e.g., Aeronet or Protiproud) content. The user started posting actively on his wall only at the end
of March 2022 and his content often celebrates Slavic or specifically Russian culture or praises and defends
Russian foreign policy and involvement in conflicts abroad, such as in Syria. The intentional character of his
activity was also demonstrated by the consistent timing of his comments in the evening hours, although this
also suggests that commenting is likely not his “job,” as the user is likely to have a day job that stops him
from commenting during his working hours.
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This comment targeted the voters of the national-conservative political opposition in the Czech Republic. It
appeared 159 times in total. The comments can be found mainly on the pages of opposition leaders such as
Katefina Kone&na from the Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM), Tomio Okamura from the
right-far right Freedom and Direct Democracy (SPD) known for his Eurosceptic, anti-NATO and fervently anti-
immigration stances, and Zuzana Majerova Zahradnikova from the abovementioned Tricolour. Therefore,
these comments tried to promote the Russian interpretation of the invasion to an audience already
susceptible to anti-Western narratives.

The fourth repetitive comment was anti-Russian and provided a list of Russian military aggressions
throughout history, symbolically starting with “war against Ukraine and its efforts for independence” in 1917-
1921. A very similar comment appeared in the Slovak Facebook environment, too. This comment has been
circulating on the Czech Facebook since April 2019 under any posts mentioning Russia with a peak in April
2021, parallelly to the escalation of tensions in Ukraine and the rising concentration of Russian troops on the
borders, and, naturally, in February 2022, totaling 509 comments.>

Original text of the narrative:

RUSKE AGRESE ZA POSLEDNICH 120 LET 1904 Rusko napadlo
nékteré ostrovy, patfici Japonsku 1917-1921 vélka Ruska proti

(tzv. Zimni vélka) 1940 vpad do Rumunska 1940 ruska anexe
Estonska 1940 ruska anexe Loty$ska 1940 ruské anexe Litvy 1941

Ukrajiné a jejim snahdm o nezévislost 1918 invaze do
Azerbajdzanu 1918 invaze do Finska 1918 obsazeni Béloruska
1918 obsazeni ¢asti Moldavska 1918-1920 valka Ruska proti
LotySsku 1918-1920 vélka Ruska proti Estonsku 1918-1919 vélka
Ruska proti Litvé 1918-1920 vélka Ruska v Osetii 1919-1921
invaze Ruska do Polska (Rusko-polské vélka) 1920 invaze Ruska
do Azerbajdzanu 1921 invaze Ruska do Gruzie 1921 invaze do
Mongolska 1921 ruské potlaceni arménského povstani 1921-
1922 ruské potlaceni povstani v Karélii 1924 dalsi rusky vojensky
zasah proti gruzinskym nacionalistdm 1929 prvni ruskan vojenska
intervence v Ciné 1937 druhé ruské vojenska intervence v Ciné
1937 invaze do Azerbajdzanu 1938 znovu napadeni Japonska
1939 ruskéa invaze do Polska 1939-1940 ruské prepadeni Finska

invaze do Irdnu 1941-1944 pokracovani ruské vélka proti Finsku
1941-1945 vyuziti disledkd 2. svétové valky, jako zaminky k
obsazeni vychodni Evropy, stfedni Evropy a Balkdnu 1944 anexe
Tuvy 1944 vpad do Albénie 1944 véle¢né operace na &inské
hranici 1944-1956 ruska vojenské intervence v Pobalti 1950
aktivni Gcast na valce v Korei 1950-1953 ruska vojenska ucast v
Korejské vélce 1953 krvavé potladeni povstani v NDR 1955-1975
ruska vojenska Ucast ve vietnamské valce 1956 krvava ruska
vojenska intervence v Madarsku 1960 aktivni Gcast na vélce v
Laosu 1961 aktivni Ucast na vélce ve Vietnamu 1962 vojensky
podil na operacich v Alzirsku 1962 rusti vojaci v Jemenu 1968
krvavé ruskd invaze do Ceskoslovenska 1969 Rusko znovu
napadlo Cinu 1969-1970 pifma ruska vojenskéa podpora

> There may have been earlier appearances as well, but SentiOne can only provide data only from the past three years.
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egyptskych islamistd proti Izraeli 1970 aktivni G¢ast na vélce v
Kambodzi 1971 ruské vojenska Gcast v indo-pakistanském
konfliktu 1972 aktivni G¢ast na vélce v Bangladési 1974-1990
ruska vojenska Gcast ve vélce v Eritrei 1975-2002 intenzivni ruska
vojenskd podpora zridnych rezimd v obéanské vélce v Angole
1977-1978 ruska vojenska Ucast ve vélce mezi Etiopii a
Soméalskem 1979-1989 ruskd masivni invaze do Afghanistanu a
néslednd véalka 1988 invaze do Azerbajdzanu 1990 opét invaze

Azerbajdzéanu 1992-1997 ruska vojenska intervence v
Tadzikistanu 1993 ruska vojenska ucast v gruzinské obcanské
vélce 1994 opét Arerbajdzan 1994 opét vojensky zésah v
Dagestanu 1994-1996 prvni valka v Ce¢ensku 1998 znovu Gruzie
1999 znovu Dagestan 1999-2009 druha vélka v Cecensku 2008
valka v jizni Osetii, kde Rusko napadlo Gruzii 2009 dalsi ruské
vojenské intervence na severnim Kavkaze 2014 anexe Krymu,
invaze na vychodni Ukrajinu 2016 bombardovani Syrie a

do Pobalti 1991 invaze do Gruzie 1992 nova invaze do Gruzie
1992 bombardovéni Ingusska 1992 ruska vojenské intervence v
Moldavsku (dodnes jsou v Podnéstfi ruské vojska) 1992 nova
ruské vojenska intervence ve vychodni Osetii 1992 invaze do

obsazeni nékolika kli¢ovych mist (dodnes) 2022 celoplosné
napadeni Ukrajiny

The comment appeared most frequently (115) under the posts of Sputnik CZ, the Czech branch of the Russian
state-run outlet. Otherwise, it appeared under the posts of mainstream media, such as CT24, the television
documentary channel PRIMA ZOOM or the popular online news outlets Aktudlné.cz, Novinky.cz and the most
visited Czech news portal iDnes.cz.

Appearances of the narrative (pcs)

30
25

20

SR H I S S O O A A A A A A
S VA VA G N O O
P PP F SV

N NN NSNS

\
NN S™J

The top three users disseminating the message were suspicious accounts lacking transparency, with little to
no personal information and almost purely political content on their walls, but they accounted only for nearly
10% of all the comments.® Seemingly authentic accounts comprised the majority of the disseminators of this
text. These users were supporters of Ukraine in the conflict, supporters of Western institutions and the
current liberal-conservative governing coalition, as well as mainstream media. The comment appeared
mostly as a response to other comments demonstrating pro-Russian stances, downplaying Russian
aggression or presenting the West, the USA, and/or the Czech Republic as the real aggressors. The
inconsistent timing of the comments and the quite even involvement of a higher number of commenters
(114) can suggest a loosely coordinated effort. The commenters are likely to be a part of closed social media
groups (on Facebook, Telegram, etc.) where they receive “guidelines” on what messages they should be
spreading.

Conclusion: Inauthentic Behavior Patterns Similar to Hungary

Our analysis has demonstrated that comment sections on Czech Facebook pages, primarily those of the
mainstream television and online news servers, have been used for spreading manipulative and targeted
narratives. Inauthentic accounts have attempted to promote official Russian communication about the
unprovoked war on Ukraine or pro-Russian narratives that present the West as the aggressor and blame
Ukraine to be an ultranationalist regime oppressing ethnic Russians and carrying out genocide. In some cases,

® Many of these comments were lost after Sputnik was blocked in the EU and, thus, in Czechia.
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this was a natural continuation of the long-term dissemination of manipulative and conspiratorial content
from problematic Czech outlets. The inauthentic accounts were joined by users leaning toward nationalism,
pan-Slavism and the national-conservative end of the political spectrum. At the same time, we discovered a

counter-narrative being formed, which was shared mostly by authentic accounts of users closer to the
political mainstream.
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POLAND'S FACEBOOK PARTISANS STUCK IN THE PAST

Turning around EU opinion

Whereas in the pre-war period the Polish government was heavily criticized by the EU for its deteriorating
rule of law record and democratic backsliding, Warsaw is now praised for its readiness to support Ukraine in
the country’s efforts to repel Russia. This sentiment, however, diverges from popular (and, sometimes,
unpopular) opinions expressed on Facebook, with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine eliciting discussion based on
a number of popular narratives: 1) the allegedly close ties of the Polish ruling party to the Kremlin, 2) a
spillover war in Poland and possible military action against Poland triggered by the US’ involvement in the
war, 3) the inefficient policies of the government to manage the influx of Ukrainian refugees or to prevent
the war.

Domestic political issues seem to have largely been put on the backburner as the government and the
opposition have a united position regarding the national security of Poland, although parties continue to
accuse each other of betraying the country’s interests. This symbolic unity (while silently ignoring previous
quarrels) is evidenced, among others, by the swift adoption of the ‘Homeland Defense Act’ aiming to speed
up and increase defense spending. Donald Tusk, the leader of Civic Platform, the largest opposition party,
has also pledged to support the ruling party in its efforts to strengthen the security of Poland. Despite this
show of unity, the opposition remains committed to correct PiS’ failed policies and to put an end to toxic
alliances with the Hungarian governing party Fidesz as well as other European right-wing parties and leaders
looking favorably at the Kremlin. Against this background, a general perception of ‘treason’ permeates the
political scene of Poland: while Tusk accused the governing Law and Justice (PiS) party of ‘treason’ for its
alliances with other European far-right parties with close ties to the Kremlin, the government regularly
mirrors this criticism citing the opposition’s fondness of ‘Brussels’. Furthermore, before the war in Ukraine,
the opposition had been highly critical of PiS efforts to increase control over the media and the security
apparatus, calling it the ‘Putinization’ of Poland. Unsurprisingly, this view gained ground after the war broke
out, perpetuated predominantly by more liberal media outlets.

PiS, the ruling conservative party, has been committed to supporting Ukraine and condemning Russia’s
actions. Whereas PiS and the Hungarian ruling Fidesz party have been considered to be close partners in an
anti-EU coalition, pledging to support each other in their respective rule of law disputes with the European
Commission, the war transformed this relationship. PiS leader Jaroslaw Kaczyrski condemned Hungarian PM
Viktor Orban’s refusal to provide meaningful support for Ukraine, and for his failure to strongly denounce
Russian atrocities in Bucha, as well as his criticism towards Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. Yet, the
long-standing strategic partnership forged over the years between the two party leaders led to their
unequivocal association with one another; as a consequence, some Facebook pages have seen a hike in
sentiments that PiS is the agent of the Kremlin. Nevertheless, the anti-immigrant, anti-liberal and anti-EU
overall image of Jaroslaw Kaczynski (called the ‘de facto ruler of Poland’) has somewhat changed in the past
month, and he is increasingly viewed as a tacit supporter of European values and a strong proponent of
solidarity with Ukraine. Nonetheless, the old, deep-rooted political essence of Kaczynski, long perceived as
an autocratic, pugnacious leader, is used for criticism against him and PiS on social media.

The security context of Poland is transforming during the ongoing invasion of Ukraine. Prior to the war,
Poland’s cooperation with the US and NATO was considered to be ineffective. The actions of Polish
authorities to ensure pre-war security and prevent the war (although their reach is admittedly limited beyond
the country’s borders) were presented as insufficient, but the same government has since been portrayed as
a “strategic partner of NATO in the region.” Some media outlets continue to focus on past controversial
foreign and security policy actions of the government, thus undermining trust in PiS, while hinting at the
possibility of the war in Ukraine — and not only its indirect effects — spilling over to Poland.
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Well before the Russian invasion on 24 February 2022, the Polish government had started to brace for the
worst-case scenario resulting from the standoff between Russia and Ukraine. Not only did public
administration and security services were put on high alert anticipating potential cyberattacks, but local
municipalities started to prepare accommodation for up to 1 million refugees. The Polish government,
however, underestimated the sheer magnitude of the refugee flow (both transit and settlement), as Poland
thus far provided shelter for almost 3 million Ukrainians, according to UN data. This sparked another wave
of indignation and dissatisfaction among anti-government actors active on Facebook, with local governors
accused of not doing enough to deal with an influx of refugees from Ukraine, instead appropriating the efforts
and achievements of NGOs and volunteers who manage the refugee flow more efficiently.

No direct pro-Kremlin inauthentic behavior

In Poland, we only found two comments being repeated for a total of 1,358 appearances. However, there is
a significant discrepancy between the two: one of them was copied and pasted under Facebook posts over
1,000 times mostly by a single user.

The profile of the lone Facebook user (hereinafter ‘User X’) who repeated the same specific comment over
and over again is quite basic: it has no profile picture, its feed is filled with mostly political reposts from news
agencies and other media outlets. The pattern of User X’s actions is uncomplicated: it focuses on one event
with latent criticism of incumbent leaders and the government, posting the same text afterwards as a
comment below the post or as a reply to comments of other Facebook users. As a skillful/desperate
attention-seeker, User X replies directly to others by tagging them and as a result, the tagged user has to at
least take a look at what User X has to say (though he is not always successful in getting a response). As a
follow-up method, the profile continues to send comments below the responses to his provocations. He
rarely uses his own thoughts, instead relying on copying texts from other sources. The tendency is that User
X responds more often to those who do not support him than to those who agree with his narrative. He
seems to be more eager to persuade Facebook users that are distrustful and skeptical of his views, but with
dubious success: his conversation partners often do not seem to be convinced by his arguments. The
proverbial phrase 'attack is the best form of defense' is also common in the case of users such as User X:
when caught red-handed — that is, accused of lying — called a “psycho” or a “Russian agent”, the profile will
typically use hostile language typed with capital letters or claim that he is in favor of whatever the opinion of
the addressee is and then revert back to his favored original topic anyway. Even if he is caught telling an
incomprehensible narrative, he does not pause and continues to post further lengthy comments. As a result,
hardly anyone interacts with his essay-like comments.

Original text of the narrative:

"Wierze w Putina, moze bardziej, niz wielu innych. Doceniam wypaczania wynikéw konferencji jattariskiej: - "Wtasnie w Jatcie -
jego madrosé i jego przewidywalno$é. Przewidywalnosc jest utrzymuje rosyjskie MSZ - mocarstwa sojusznicze potwierdzity
czescig mysli europejskiej - powiedziat Wradystaw Bartoszewski pragnienie, by Polska byta silna, wolna, niezawista i

w rozmowie z niemieckim dziennikiem "Thueringer demokratyczna". W wyniku uregulowan jattarisko-

Allgemeine"." Zawsze to lepiej niz odbiera¢ medale od Putina, poczdamskich Polska zyskata istotne powiekszenie terytorium na
przedstawiaé absurdalne zatozenia Biatej Ksiegi Bezpieczenstwa pdtnocy i zachodzie. Jej bezpieczerfistwo zagwarantowaty nie
Narodowego, wchodzi¢ na krzesta, wywotywac Shoguna - S. tylko Stany Zjednoczone i Wielka Brytania, ale i ZSRR." A Wolski
Kozieja lub spotykac sie Patruszewem! Przypomne wtedy honory w Moskwie odbierat i medale od Putina
przemoéwienie Wiadimira Putina w Moskwie w 60 rocznice przyjmowat, prawdziwa i uroczysta feta dla swojaka i bohatera,
wybuchu Il wojny $wiatowej, kiedy to Putin dziekowat wywiady w Russia TV udzielat, miat sity schorowany cztowiek
niemieckiemu ruchowi oporu, nie wspominajgc nawet jednym honoru! W Polsce na proces Wujka zawsze byt staby,

stowem o Polakach walczacych na wszystkich frontach wojny zaswiadczenia lekarskie przedstawiat! Postepowi? Kto pozwolit
(takze ramie w ramie z Rosjanami) i zorganizowanych na to, zeby Putin na Westerplatte w rocznice wybuchu drugiej
politycznie, militarnie w pierwszym i najwiekszym w Europie wojny $wiatowej mowit, ze traktat wersalski byt wielkg krzywda
panstwie podziemnym. Kwasniewski siedziat w entym rzedzie i dla Niemiec? A kto mowi o rajdzie czotgami przez Polske, kto
mowit, ze wszystko byto Ok. | zapowiadali mu, ze tak go ¢wiczy atak nuklearny na Warszawe, kto méwit, ze zetrze Polske z
potraktujg. Przed tymi uroczystosciami ITAR-TASS powierzchni ziemi, kto napadt na Donbas? Kto? Kto urabia
poinformowata, ze MSZ Federacji Rosyjskiej uwaza za wtasne spoteczenstwo w nienawisci do Polakéw dudnigc we
nieuczciwe podejmowane w Polsce i innych krajach préby wtasnych mediach idiotyzmy, ze Polska chce dokonaé rozbioru
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Ukrainy i chce prewencyjnie zaatakowac Rosje? Robig to nasi
przyjaciele w Moskwie popierani przez zwyktych Rosjan na
ulicach. Kto jest dumny z Paktu Ribentropp- Mototow, dodajac,

7e Polska zastuzyta sobie na Il Wojne Swiatowa, ze ja rozpoczeta.

O skandalicznym $ledztwie smolenskim i wynikach ekshumacji
nie bede wspominat! "Wisienka na torcie" sg trwajace od 15 lat
wystepy kolejnych waznych Moskali, opowiadajacych, co juz w
Polske wycelowano, a co na dniach sie wyceluje, jakie rakiety

dzi$ na zajetych ziemiach w okregu Krélewca stacjonuje wiecej
wojska niz ma Polska, jest to oczywiste zagrozenie dla naszej
wolnosci. Za co mamy byé wdzieczni za najwyzsze ceny gazu i
ropy? Czy za ciaggte pogrozki i zastraszanie? | koniecznie
musimy kupowac¢ od Rosjan gaz, zeby mogli sie lepiej zbroi,
tworzyc¢ kolejne dywizje pancerne, ¢éwiczyé, grozi¢ nam i robié
jeszcze wiecej wielotysiecznych wojskowych manewrdéw przy
naszych granicach.

umieszczono juz w Krélewcu i ile nowych dywizji rozpoczeto juz
manewry. Wszystko oczywiécie w imie umitowania pokoju. Do

User X prefers to leave his comments on pages of widely-read news agencies (most have the label ‘Solidarity
with Ukraine’), as well as satirical and entertaining online magazines, or on the profiles of top officials like
President Duda or PM Moraweicki. Similarly, some anti-PiS pages are among common places for him to
‘hunt’. In general, the profile appears to have developed a set of preferred Facebook pages where he usually
finds some support for his comments. Most of the profile’s efforts are concentrated on three pages: WP
Wiadomosci, SokzBuraka and TVN24, which received most of his attention, while the profile leaves only one
or two comments on a host of other, less favored pages.

The master of incomprehensive comments

One prominent feature of such comments is their clumsiness and general irrelevance: neither are they
related to the topics the targeted post addresses nor are they coherent or logical replies to comments left by
other users. The content of these comments does not correspond with the news piece or post and is hardly
related to concrete events discussed, instead focusing on the perceived underlying reasons for PiS’
ineffectiveness and sometimes the incompetence of the opposition.

The commented text changes over time. In contrast to 2019-2021, this year’s comments from User X contain
another message, arguing that through its weakness and political incompetence, the PiS contributed to
making Russia and Putin stronger. The narrative focuses on the criticism of PiS, President Duda, PM
Morawiecki, with the ‘Kaczynski-is-worse-than-Putin’ idea prevailing in it. The text contains other added
elements that are aimed at undermining Poland’s international relations and security: 1) with its egoistic
pursuit of only its own interests, Germany is not an ally for Poland, 2) NATO cooperation does not provide
enough security and threatens with dragging Poland into the war in Ukraine.

Sowing uncertainty is key

The main aim of such comments is to spread a general sense of uncertainty and insecurity. In the first days
of the war, User X’s main mission was to sow uncertainty as the security context was beleaguered by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. As the events unfolded and the world was waiting for a response from the EU, the
profile’s texts sought to strike another nerve: popular dissatisfaction with inflexible policies in some EU
countries (mainly Germany) and their unwillingness to stop Putin. Usually, such comments merit no
responses, only rarely does a comment appear that refuses to accept such a text as a logical argument. User
X has long criticized the government’s security policy, a strategy that paid off during the war as the profile
did not need to change narratives, maintaining an air of credibility with numerous Facebook users agreeing
with his arguments at a time when Poland’s security was perceived as vulnerable. User X was thus able to
repeat the same tried and tested messages about insufficient defense spending or the government’s
inadequate management of the country’s armed forces. The profile often succeeded in triggering the desired
reaction, with other commenters responding with sentiments such as “Our country is destroyed,” “Polish
traitors,” something about a “Putin-Kaczynski pact,” and claims that there is “no NATO support for Poland if
Poland is attacked”.

It is unclear to what extent User X acts autonomously. Other social media users regularly call him “a strange
mixture of a PiS and a Kremlin bot,” but there is no evidence to support this claim and it is not possible to
verify these statements. The user spares no effort to reiterate that he/she is anti-PiS, pro-European and anti-
Russian, citing comments where the profile expresses anger over Germany’s reluctance to introduce tougher
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Russia-sanctions and how Kaczynski played an integral role in emboldening Russia and destroying Poland. At
the same time, the user is always ready to provoke a conversation about the shared memory of World War
Il and reminding social media users of the bloody battles between Soviet Ukrainians and Poles.

Support for User X's comments depends on security perception

Regarding the profile’s activity, the number of comments spiked shortly before the war broke out. In contrast
with the profile’s activity in 2019-2021, the war period was more fruitful for it, with far more interactions
reached than before, even though the majority of his comments did not find any support at all. In general,
the most responsive users are to be found on the following pages: gazeta.pl, WP, fakt 24 etc, goniec, and
superexpress. We observed a discrepancy in support for the profile’s comments during the nearly two
months since Russia invaded Ukraine, with User X’s comments during the first week of the war garnering the
most likes, with a decreasing tendency since then. During the period between 2 and 13 March 2022, there
were only occasional supportive comments or likes on his texts, with positive interactions rare under his
comments, while accusations of the profile being a Russian bot and a liar that uses a copy-paste method
became more frequent. During the period between 13 and 20 March, support under his comments increased
again, although only moderately. It appears that the profile’s texts found more support at times when the
perception of Poland’s security was more fragile: in the first days of the war, during the influx of refugees,
strikes on the military base close to Poland, Biden’s visit to Poland and when the idea to send peacekeepers
to Ukraine first emerged.

In all likelihood, this particular user is a solitary actor. Among over 1000 repetitive comments, only a couple
of them are reshared by other random users with no identifiable connections to him (see the figure below).

Appearances of the narrative (pcs)

If the user’s goal was that the text is reshared by others or at least supported by them, it came to partial
fruition with a limited number of random-looking reposts’ that refer to his post as “something found on the
web” without referencing the original poster.® Other users appear to be more attracted to posts depicting
the current political situation with identifiable roots in the past. Most users on the pages frequented by the
user are against the ruling party, this presumably being one of the reasons why they ‘like’ a particular post.
Yet, some users who reshared User X’s comments seemed fake, carrying the typical characteristics of fake

7 An interesting observation is that another bot commented on the user’s comment on Superexpress, where she
accused him of only being able to copy and paste texts, which happens to be her own tactic, too. We know this
because she is the user spreading the second narrative. The profile is User Y from the second repetitive Polish
comment.

8 This pattern of quoting another text was also present in the Hungarian database, although Hungarian users were
more likely to name who they quoted (although this might often have been accidental).
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accounts. Such reposts by these dubious accounts appeared only during the war, but this can be attributed
to the fact that User X posted more frequently since the beginning of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

2. A woman'’s campaign to spread the ideas of Roman Giertych

A profile (hereinafter referred to as ‘User Y — with a profile picture sporting a Ukrainian flag — spreading
the second narrative looks ordinary, though the limited amount of personal information she shares and her
friend list does increase the chance that this is a fake account. Her feed is rife with reposts of political shows
about Ukraine and Poland-Russia relations (with self-proclaimed revelations and “secret” documents shared

frequently).

Original text of the narrative:

Czy szykowano zdrade stanu? Coraz wiecej informacji zaczyna
wyptywaé wskazujacych na to, ze Putin od dawna planowal atak
na Ukraine i ustanowienie strefy buforowej pomiedzy NATO, a
Rosja, w ktérej to strefie miata by¢ Polska. Byé moze Polska
potaczona z czgscig Ukrainy. Czescig tego planu byto wsparcie
jakie udzielat partiom i osobom, ktére mogty mu w tym planie
pomédc. Wiemy o poparciu, ktore przesadzito o zwyciestwie
Trumpa i wiemy o pisanej cyrylica, jak méwit Donald Tusk,
operacji poparcia PiS, jaka byta afera podstuchowa. Podobnie
pewnie byto z Orbanem. Wiemy réwniez o wsparciu finansowym
Putina dla innych sojusznikéw PiS skupionych w
miedzynarodéwce proputinowskiej, ktéra spotkata sie miesigc
temu w Madrycie. Dzisiaj John Bolton - b. Doradca ds.
Bezpieczenstwa Narodowego mianowany przez Trumpa ujawnit,
ze Putin czekat z inwazjg, gdyz byto ustalone, ze Trump zlikwiduje
NATO jak wygra reelekcje. Przypomne, ze Trump jawnie wspierat
Orbana i PiS. Plan Putina sie nie powiodt, gdyz wygrat Biden,
ktéry zorganizowat opdr $wiata zachodniego. Przywddztwo USA
byto tak silne, ze zdotato przekonaé Andrzeja Dude do zmiany
sojuszu i od zawetowania przejecia TVN-u, co sktécitoby nas
gtownym sojusznikiem. To wypadniecie Dudy oraz nastroje
proukrainskie spowodowane heroicznym oporem Ukraincéw
spowodowaty, ze plany PiS-u skorzystania na wojnie Putina z
Ukraing staty sie niemozliwe do realizacji. O tym jednak, ze byty
one realizowane $wiadczy préba przejecia TVN-u i to juz w
czasie, gdy Biden poinformowat nasz rzad o planach Putina
inwazji na Ukraine. O tym $wiadczy tez spotkanie w Madrycie 29
stycznia tego roku, gdy juz rzad wiedziat, ze wojna zaraz
wybuchnie (a Morawiecki sprzedawat dziatki inwestycyjne,
ktérych cena spada przy kazdym konflikcie). Spotkanie w
Madrycie byto préba ustanowienia miedzynarodowej kooperacji
partii i rzaddw, ktére chciaty skorzystac na przemodelowaniu
stosunkoéw europejskich zwigzanym z wojna. Na to, ze to

naktadanymi przez TSUE. Gdyby wojna potoczyta sie zgodnie z
planem Putina nasza cze$é Europy bytaby buforowa, czyli
miataby taka role Biatorusi z zesztej dekady. PiS miatby wowczas
wolng reke do rozprawy z sgdami i do wprowadzenia petnego
autorytaryzmu. Te wolna reke dawatoby mu balansowanie
pomiedzy UE, a Rosja. Rosjg, ktéra otaczataby nas juz wéwczas z
trzech stron. Podejrzewam osobiscie, ze Putin te zarty, ktérymi
testowat Sikorskiego ( o podziale Ukrainy i oddaniu nam Lwowa)
tym razem na powaznie przedstawiat PiS-owi jako propozycje. To
ze Kaczynski ma bezposredni kontakt z Putinem ( nie tylko przez
Orbana) to wiem na pewno, bo sam mi to przed laty méwit. Te
kontakty z pewnoscig byty uruchomione. Pewnie na to tez liczyt
Orban, ze uzyska kawatek Ukrainy (nawet jako twér pozornie
niezalezny) i na fali patriotycznego wzmozenia znowu wygra
wybory. Te wszystkie plany popsuli Amerykanie dogadujac sie z
Duda, a pdzniej popsuli Ukraincy nie oddajac Kijowa. Operacja
wojenna byta zaplanowana na kilka dni. Gdyby sie ona Rosjanom
udata, to zadnych powaznych sankcji by nie byto i wszyscy
siedliby do stotu z Putinem. PiS mégt wéwczas liczy¢ na to, ze za
pozostanie w strefie amerykanskiej dostatby wolng reke do
rozprawy z opozycja, albo na to ze przejmujac kontrole nad
zachodnig Ukraing i broniac jej przed Putinem uzyskaliby
wzmozenie patriotyczne, ktére datoby im wtadze w Polsce na
lata. Wszystko to sie nie udato. Szykowana zdrada stanu nie
weszta w faze realizacji. | teraz ci, ktdrzy kilka tygodni temu
spiskowali z Putinem przebrali sie za najwiekszych twardzieli
(chociaz sankcji ekonomicznych Polska w ogdle nie
wprowadzita). Paraduja jako najwieksi obroricy Ukrainy, mimo ze
jeszcze przed chwilg rozwalali Europe i NATO. Polska na
szczescie zostata czescig Zachodu. Mamy wiec szansg, ze
normalne wybory sie odbeda i ze praworzadno$é powrdci.
Musimy te szanse w peti wykorzystaé. - c6z bracia kremlowscy -
wasi mocodawcy majg coraz petniejsze portki

przemodelowanie stosunkéw byto planowane wskazuje tez fakt,
ze PiS w ogdle nie przejmowat sie gigantycznymi karami

User Y is not spreading a repetitive message by the classic copy-paste method but she is quite active
nevertheless, and her style is easy to recognize. In general, the most noticeable feature is the profile’s
directness and aggression. She becomes aggressive when someone accuses her of being a liar, a bot, or just
generally unwise. Reciprocating this strategy, she often opts to call her critics “Russian trolls.” The profile’s
often used strategy is to answer another user’s comment, tagging that particular individual directly to
provoke a response. Another way to trigger a conversation and at the same time find support is by first
responding to a person (agreeing or disagreeing with them) and then providing a copied text in a separate
comment altogether. Before the copied text, she tends to use a short provocative sentence for enhanced
impact. The profile also admits in one of the comments that she shares the same text everywhere. Sometimes
she starts small talk, and sometimes shares a screenshot to start a conversation (these images rarely elicit a
response). Interestingly, the profile does not seem to be interested in maintaining conversation: even if the
text attracts attention, the user tends not to continue chatting.
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Not only is she aggressive in her manner of writing, her tone is typically condescending (“read it and you’ll
getit”). To give more credibility to the text, she cites Roman Giertych — a lawyer for Donald Tusk — or shares
screenshots that support her argument. This tactic might give an impression that she is indeed a real person
and not just a bot. References to Roman Giertych are quite random, however, and there is hardly any visible
connection between the posts and the choice to cite Giertych. Projected credibility is so important for User
Y that she once tried to use the usual text but claiming it was from someone else whom she trusts. When
someone expresses criticism towards the user’s narrative regarding the ongoing war in Ukraine, the profile’s
first reaction is usually condescending while emphasizing that PiS is doing everything so that the war is felt
by the Polish.

The original text was posted by Roman Giertych on 5 March 2022. The first evidence regarding the time when
the text was copied and spread by other users shows that comments reappeared only 10 minutes after the
publication of the original post. The text was shared by 14,000 users. Importantly, some users, including User
Y started to copy-paste the text in the comments section under other posts shared by different Facebook
pages. The text has appeared in comments since 5 March and attracted the largest of comments per day on
6 March 2022 (See Picture below).

The key arguments of the text are that 1) Morawiecki and Kazcynski neglected cooperation with the US and
made Poland vulnerable to Russia; 2) the government failed to do enough to prevent the war; 3) Polish
authorities ignored US warnings about the war; 4) Poland has no influence in the EU; and 5) the PiS did not
break ties with Fidesz because of Hungary’s reluctance to take Ukraine’s side in the war. Although the author
is Roman Giertych, the users that spread his post tend not to mention that this text is written by Giertych.

Appearances of the narrative (pcs)
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The media campaign spreading the ideas of Roman Giertych rotates around small groups of users, specifically
1) bots, 2) fakes, 3) usual top supporters and 4) random users. There is a clear division between the bot-like
users based on the type of pages where they are most active. For example, one specific user shares the text
on the pages of top officials like President Duda or commentators such as Piotr Szumlevicz, while User Y
started with top officials from the opposition, like Donald Tusk and then proceeded to copy the text under
posts by news agencies. Her usual introductory remarks before the copied text are mostly directed against
PiS and hints that the party might have ties to the Kremlin.

Even though User Y is usually early to post the same text under every available post, there are several users
that seem to play the same game, reposting the same text under a variety of posts. There are certain
characteristics that that these profiles share: they all appear as pro-Ukrainian, pro-European, anti-PiS, and
anti-Russian (*one or several criteria apply). In general, User Y is careful to keep the narrative about the need
to support Ukraine and Poland coherent. Still, there are cases where other users sharing the same text are
not consistent with this sentiment. One of them, for instance, is clearly against assistance to Ukraine.
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One of the obvious commonalities is that all profiles examined criticize the ruling party and the opposition
alike — it is clear that these users are neither satisfied with the ruling party (PiS: Kaczynski, Morawiecki,
Duda) nor with the opposition (in particular, Tusk). A case in point is a profile that labels PiS as the ruling
party of Putin, while at the same time claiming that Tusk struck a deal with the Kremlin to divide Ukraine.
Other users like a fake profile posing as a Roman Giertych supporter compares Russia to Poland. His common
strategy is based on simple and short catchy posts that attract attention which are then followed by a lengthy
comment, but this method (the profile replying to its own posts) does not attract much attention from other
users.

Being aggressive on Facebook (similarly the main disseminator of the second narrative) is a key feature of
other users as well, who routinely address others who doubt their narrative and accuse them of being on
Russa’s payroll. One user from this group often promotes the idea that PiS did not do enough to prevent the
war.

The second user types are obvious fakes. There are some easily identifiable fake accounts that participate in
this campaign. Yet another group are ‘top supporters’ of particular Facebook pages who spread the same
narrative. While a ‘top supporter’ status gives such comments more credibility, it is not completely clear
whether the users have just fallen for this narrative or spread it consciously. In the month since the second
narrative was launched, bots and fake accounts succeeded in involving at least 40 real accounts in spreading
the text on other pages, although some of them share this text with a reference only to Roman Giertych, the
original poster. Since the majority of users active on the above pages share similar political views (anti-PiS,
pro-European, anti-Russian, pro-Ukrainian), this is likely the target audience of this large-scale campaign.
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CONCLUSIONS

Our research makes it clear that inauthentic online behavior is present throughout the Visegrad Group’s
member states, although the methods and goals of their campaigns differ. Czechia and, especially, Hungary
are targeted mainly by pro-Kremlin comments, which target various mainstream media outlets and the
Facebook pages of mainstream politicians. The situation in Slovakia differs because in this case, the majority
of repeated comments support the West. The reason for this might be the fact that pro-Kremlin forces do
not invest in such activities in the country as a result of the perceived strength of pro-Kremlin sentiments in
the population and the materialization of this in online discussions, which invalidates the necessity of such
efforts. While combatting pro-Kremlin online disinformation narratives through repetitive comments can be
a valid goal, disseminating factually questionable texts is only helping the cause of the Kremlin. Poland is an
entirely different case again: in this country, spreading openly pro-Kremlin sentiments would yield no results
because of the strongly Russia-critical views of the population. Instead, inauthentic online behavior in Poland
focuses on sowing discord, lowering the population’s sense of security and increasing tensions between
various political sides. One common characteristic between the campaigns is that generally they were most
active during the early days of the war.

We can differentiate similar groups of users engaging in inauthentic online behavior in the four countries.

1. The “professionals”: There are likely fake profiles engaged in spreading messages that directly or
indirectly serve the interests of international actors (and mainly those of the Kremlin). In some cases,
they are the true engines behind the dissemination of a text, while on other occasions, they only
supplement the activities of real profiles. Their activity is likely a part of centrally coordinated
campaigns — both paid and voluntary ones.

2. The “enthusiastic activists”: These users are often engaged in spreading narratives via Facebook
comments because they truly want to convince other users of the truth of their viewpoints. They are
very likely to be a part of closed social media groups (on Facebook, Telegram, etc.) where they receive
“guidelines” on what messages they should be spreading — there are few other potential
explanations on why dozens, if not hundreds of users would start copy-pasting the exact same words
and often even paying attention to “deliver” these messages to a balanced mix of Facebook pages.
Their work is likely to be somewhat tightly coordinated.

3. The “average user”: These are everyday Facebook users simply see something they agree with, which
they then share a few times to convince others of the validity of that view. They might or might not
be a part of the abovementioned social media groups serving the purpose of coordination.

It is clear that the activities of these profiles are often coordinate to some extent. First, as noted above, it is
highly likely that fake profiles are also involved in this behavior. Second, at the height of the dissemination
of a message, the comments arrive in a steady stream without any break in the activities during typical
working hours, often in a batch of 5-10 comments within an hour. Third, in at least one case we saw that the
activity of various commenters did not overlap with each other at all. Fourth, in multiple cases we observed
the existence of personalized introductions to the copied texts, suggesting the existence of “guidelines” for
people to spread the messages in question. Finally, there seems to be no other realistic reason for hundreds
of profiles starting to spread the exact same text on Facebook.

It is certain that Facebook is not doing a lot to stop inauthentic behavior on its platforms, although it can be
a significant contribution to the dissemination of disinformation — at least not in the V4 countries. It is much
more likely that Facebook pages themselves ban certain users who they believe to be “trolls.” And besides
contributing to the spread of disinformation, these repetitive comments do not contribute to a healthy public
discourse about the war in Ukraine, regardless of which side they support.

Overall, future research will have to be dedicated to how these repetitive commenting campaigns are run
and what the motivations of those engaging in them are to be able to formulate policy recommendations to
halt this phenomenon.
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